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Classes get cancelled in NVC due to flooding in express elevators

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER

On Sept. 17, the six express elevators in the Newman Vertical Campus were shut down after floods caused electrical feeder cables to become damaged, causing building-wide class cancellations and confusion.
BY AYSE KELCE

BUSINESS EDITOR

All six elevators in the Newman Vertical Campus were offline due to an unknown cause of flooding on Sept. 17, causing the classes to be cancelled in the building. All the club events and
student activities were also cancelled, and students were kicked out from the club suite.
Three students became stuck in an elevator around 8 p.m. on Sept. 16 for more than an hour, raising suspicions about whether the issue with the elevators started around the same time.
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STARR and WIB host HSBC information session
BY SHEIK FLORADEWAN

NEWS EDITOR

Women in Business and the STARR Development Center hosted an evening of networking for juniors and
seniors who are interested in learning more about HSBC on Sept. 17, focusing on their Global Liquidity and
Cash Management summer internship and graduate rotation programs.
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OPINIONS

Baruch's mission statement
should be changed to accurately
reflect many club opportunities

A

ll schools, whether primary, secondary or higher education, have
mission statements to tell the public and their student and parent
bodies what they are all about. Baruch College is no exception.
While it has not been updated in a while, the statement is still very accurate and reflects the school’s community as it is today.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Women's tennis and volleyball,
men's soccer teams dominate
early into their 2019 campaigns
BY ETHAN BHERWANI

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER

The Baruch College women’s tennis team lost their matchup against
the SUNY Farmingdale Rams by a score of 7-2 on Sept. 13. Hailey Feuer
and Justina Camaj won a narrow contest by a score 8-7, 8-6. Feuer also
won her first singles match to give Baruch their only wins of the day.
The Bearcats then swept Yeshiva University nine matches to zero.
Feuer won 12 straight sets, while Regina Kelley went 12-2 on the day, and
won her doubles match 8-2.

Students participated in a vast amount of activities during Homecoming week. Read more in The Ticker's spread on page 2.
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Students show their Bearcat pride in festivities leading up to Homecoming

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER

Baruch College’s Undergraduate Student Government held Homecoming and Spirit Week
from Sept. 16 through Sept. 19 to excite the student body for being back at school and incite
some Bearcat pride. Each day of the week, there were some small events, such as “Cultural
Family Feud,” “Drop the Mic” and “Something to Dye For.” This all led up to Homecoming
Day on Thursday, during which the three main events were held: “Ready, Set, Rally,” “Flic
and Dip” and “Game Night.”

JAHLIL RUSH | THE TICKER
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Homecoming 2019
Spirit
week
included
“Culture Day” on Monday
where students showed off
their cultural attire to win a
$25 Buffalo Wild Wings gift
card; “Baruch Pride Day”
on Tuesday where students
showed off their school spirit
in their favorite Baruch attire;
“Tie-Dye Day” on Wednesday
where students were able
to create tie-dye shirts and
bandanas and “Jersey Day”
where students wore their
favorite jersey.
Other events leading up
to Homecoming Day such as
the “Drop the Mic” event was
cancelled due to the elevators
being offline at NVC on
Tuesday, and the “Clubroom
Door Judging Contest” was
postponed to the following
day on Wednesday.
As its first event of
Homecoming
Day,
USG
held “Ready, Set, Rally!” to
celebrate school spirit on
Sept. 19 in the Main Gym.
The event occurred during
club hours where eight clubs
competed for co-sponsorship
money in a series of games
and relay races.
The crowd cheered for their
respective club members as
they played on the court in
competitive games, such as
flag football and tug of war.
As spectators cheered,
USG members threw Baruch

hats, fanny packs, shirts and
drawstring bags into the
crowd, which they eagerly
tried to catch. Halfway
through the event, the Baruch
dance team graced the stage
‑‑ or court ‑‑ with their upbeat
and modern moves that
thoroughly entertained the
crowd.
“It’s important to build
school spirit and make people
feel welcome at Baruch,
especially during the first
month of school so we can
keep them energized,” USG
Vice President of Academic
Affairs Briana Staten said
when asked about the
importance of holding these
kinds of events at Baruch.
Homecoming Day’s second
event was “Flic and Dip,” a
short-and-sweet type of event
where students were able
to grab some Dippin’ Dots
and snap a quick photo with
Bernie the Bearcat in front of
a Baruch College backdrop.
“My original intention for
Homecoming this year, or at
least the theme I was going
for, was a sports game-related
thing. With the concession
stand, I thought of trying to do
like a sports snack concession
stand,” said USG Vice
President of Campus Affairs
Robert da Rita.
“So, that inspiration came
to me based on the theme
I wanted to do and gave
me that idea to do Dippin’

Dots and maybe a chocolate
fountain and some candies.
I feel like that’s something
you find at a sports game,
so trying to stick with the
theme of the sports game and
making a concession stand
was what I thought of for
that,” he continued.
Da Rita said that he believes
the event was a success, and
said that they had actually ran
out of food before the event
was even over because he
had expected a lower turnout
and had therefore bought less
refreshments.
Finally Homecoming Day
ended with a Dave and
Buster’s style game night.
There were various arcade
games such Pac-Man battle
royale, air hockey, foosball,
giant Jenga, giant Connect
Four, basketball pop a shot,
skee ball and darts.
“The theme that I was going
for is working — people have
been coming up to me and
telling me that this reminds
them of Dave and Buster’s so
I feel accomplished,” said da
Rita.
There were also dance
performances by Fusion and
two solo performances by
Andres Aguirre and Joshua
Castillo in which they both
sang two original songs.
The night ended with an
open dance floor as energetic
students came together in a
mosh pit.
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Express elevators go offline at NVC, causing class cancellations
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Baruch announced the cancellation from the website around 9:20
a.m., and the email confirming the
cancellation was sent at 9:45 a.m.
The cancellation did not affect
the classes before the announcement, however, the elevators were
offline since the beginning of the
day.
Matthew Yang, one of the three
students who got stuck in the elevator told The Ticker about how they
were told that they were getting
help soon, but it took an hour to get
out of the elevator.
“We immediately pressed the
help buzzer and call button, around
8:10 p.m. They said they would be
getting us help in the initial call,
then contacted us again asking if
we were okay and how many of us
there were.
At around 9 p.m., the power
in the car completely turned off,
with no prior communication
mentioning the power shut down.”
Yang said that they called 911
since they could not use the call
button anymore.
“We were stuck in the dark
for about 30 minutes before the
power abruptly turned back on.

"We were stuck in the dark for
about 30 minutes before the
power abruptly turned back
on. FDNY arrived around the
time the power turned on”
– Matthew Yang

FDNY arrived around the time the
power turned on,” he stated. It took
another 15 minutes to climb on
top of the car and open the escape
hatch.
Yang added that he was informed by one of the campus officers that public safety was supposed to call maintenance before
FDNY.
He also claimed that a fireman
told him that all the elevators were
out of use.
It is unknown why the classes
were not cancelled right after this
incident, and even before 9:20 a.m.
the next day.
There were many events
planned during the club hours and
throughout the day on, but after
it was announced that the classes
were cancelled, representatives
from clubs came to the Office of
Student Life to cancel their events
as well since they expected a smaller turnout.
“We had ordered food but were
able to cancel in time. It did cause
lots of confusion for our members,”
said Shruti Tamrakar Tuladhar,
the president of Himalayan Club,
about their resume workshop that
was supposed to take place on
Tuesday.
Another email stating that all
the club club activities and events
are cancelled was sent at 10:34
a.m., only two hours before club
hours.
This created a huge inconvenience for over 10 clubs that were
holding general interest meetings
and tabling events on Tuesday.
Meanwhile, other events on
campus sponsored by Starr Career
Development Center International
Student Service Center were still
taking place at that time.
The Undergraduate Student
Government senate meeting that
is held on Tuesday at 5:30 p.m.
was also cancelled, which was
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Students struggled to get to classes as caution tape guarded the bank of six elevators on the second floor lobby in NVC.
supposed to hold elections for the
new representative senators.
The representative senator positions got the largest number of applications, 28, in recent years, and
due to the flood, the elections were
pushed back to this week.
This unexpected situation revealed the lack of communication on campus. Some students
were told that the building was
being shut down, and the access
to the club suite was blocked immediately after the email announcing the cancellation of club activities.
However, the email did not say
that the club suite was also being
closed, while the rest of the building was still open.

Baruch commemorates Latinx artists
through mocktails and painting event
BY FEBA GEORGE

OSL stated that public security
did not want students to be in the
building, and there was a possibility that the whole building can be
shut down.
The public safety officials also
said that shutting down the whole
building was possible, but they
were not ordered to do so.
The building was not shut down,
instead, security guards in both entrances were announcing that the
classes in the NVC were canceled
with megaphones.
There was another email sent
by the Dean of Student Announcements later in the day saying,
“The bank of six central elevators
in the Newman Vertical Campus
will be offline through this week.

Students weigh in: Are
language classes worth it?
BY AMANDA SALAZAR

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

Baruch College’s Latinx community celebrated their heritage
through art at “Mocktails and
Paint,” where students got to make
their own Latin-inspired art, on
Sept. 19.
Students were given various
photographs of art from Latinx artists and were instructed to paint
whatever these images inspired,
resulting in vibrant, artful paintings.
Professor Miguel Trellis, who
instructed the painting session,
currently teaches Spanish One in
the Department of Modern Languages and Comparative Literature at Baruch.
When reflecting on the presence of Latinx artists in the visual
arts, he stated, “When we do well
in the art world often times we
don’t propel our heritage.”
“Overcoming adversity, in general, before we even get into art, is
a matter of attitude and trying to
keep a sense of humor,” said Trellis
on the month’s theme, “Overcoming Adversity.”
He praised those of older generations for their ability to “talk
about the challenges and the horrors they faced and try to make fun
of it or in some way make it lighter.”
In regard to art, he emphasized the importance of being
true to your roots despite socialization with “upper echelons of
society.”
He said that he hoped that at
the event itself students would
enjoy the creativity of paining and
the Cuban music playing in the
background.
“These kind of events are key
because they are raising the bar

As every Baruch College student knows, there are certain required classes that must be taken
to become a member of one of the
three schools and begin taking
classes for a specific major.
For the Weissman School of
Arts and Sciences, these classes
are the mandatory Pathways credits, COM 1010 and two semesters
of a foreign language. Without taking these pre-Weissman courses
at some point in their college career, liberal arts students would
not be allowed to graduate, even if
they completed all of the required
classes for their major and minor.
Taking two semesters of a language is a logical requirement for
students who are pursuing majors
in this school focused on the arts
and communications. Even for
students majoring in a scientific
field, learning a new language is
never a bad thing.
While many Bearcats come into
Baruch already knowing another
language in addition to English —
either partially or fluently — there
are also many who don’t know two
languages. Knowing more than
one language can help one connect to and communicate better
with others and can make one
think more globally.
A Google Form survey electronically distributed by The Ticker
found that out of the 15 people
who participated in the survey,
nine of them agreed with this
statement, and that the language
requirement is reasonable.
One Baruch junior, Nicole
Virzi, said she believes that Baruch
is right in making Weissman students take these classes because
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Students create vibrant and colorful Latin inspired artwork while sipping mocktails.
of awareness amongst Baruch
College students and showing visual art as another alternative — if
we’re not all sound, if I can't dance,
if I’m not so rhythmically oriented,
then the visual thing could be paradise,” Trellis said. “Creativity is a
great recourse in every moment in
life.”
Some of the faculty and students present followed this idea of
creative expression.
“I came to this event because
I feel it’s really important to support and celebrate diversity on
campus... what I like here is that
you have complete autonomy...I
think because of that no one’s in
this room looks the same, so it
goes with the theme of celebrating
diversity because everyone here
is just so diverse,” said Harmony
Osei, a Senior Academic Advisor
in the Baruch College Honors Program.
“I love everyone who just
celebrates who they are no matter
where they came from, whether

they speak the language or not,
I just love people who are themselves,” she continued.
For some attendees, Latinx art
is more than just a nice aesthetic
— it’s a part of their cultural identity.
“Frida Kahlo is forever my favorite artist, because she was such
a powerful painter, she painted
her ideas and did whatever she
wanted to express herself,” said
Maria Velez, a student of Ecuadorian heritage.
Overall, “Mocktails and Paint”
seemed to be a great success, with
a mix of Hispanic and non-Hispanic students who came together
to celebrate the art of Latin culture
through their own creative expression.
“I see a lot of freedom of expression amongst the students
here and I like the fact that voices are heard as well as thoughts
are expressed,” said Latin American Student Organization Secretary Miguel Modesto.

A flood damaged part of the electrical wiring that services these
elevators, and contractors for The
City University of New York will be
working through the weekend to
repair and test the system.”
As stated, a flood had damaged
part of the electrical wiring that
services the elevators, yet the email
did not disclose the reasoning for
the flood.
A final email sent to students
announced on Friday that four out
of six elevators were fixed by Thursday afternoon.
“Following an inspection, four
cars were put back into service.
The remaining two cars are being
tested before being released for
use.”

it enriches their learning experience.
“The language requirement
is reasonable because learning a
language is not only beneficial in
terms of understanding and exposing ourselves to diversity and
to other cultures, but it is also a
skill that can make students more
employable,” Virzi said.
“We must also consider the
skills we acquire through learning
a new language that do not necessarily pertain to the language itself.
For instance, learning a new language requires a good memory, a
lot of practice, and a certain level
of discipline and determination.
Learning a new language might
be challenging, but the benefits
seem to be worth the challenge.
Additionally, the requirement is
reasonable considering that we
were required to learn a language
in high school as well,” she continued.
As for retaining what students
learn in these mandatory courses,
it isn’t the easiest thing to do because they are not constantly surrounded by people speaking that
language to them, but if one puts
in the effort and practice, it’s not
impossible.
Sophomore Geraldine Taveras
agrees with this concept and said
that she believes Baruch does its
best to help its students learn.
“It’s hard to learn a new language if you're not constantly integrating it into your everyday life,”
Taveras said. “But that being said, I
think Baruch instructors do a good
job of making language something
you think of outside of the classroom. The language courses are
definitely worth it, but you have
to do your part in retaining what
you've learned.”
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CLIMATE CHANGE STRIKE 2019

The world came together to march against climate change on Sept. 20, in the largest climate march in history. From New York
City to Moscow, marches took place to both raise awareness and call governments to act in the best interest of the environment’s
future. With over 150 countries on all seven continents staging some kind of protest, this quickly became a global cause, boasting
numbers upwards of four million protesters. The New York City march went from Foley Square to Battery Park, which engulfed
and shutdown many streets in the city. Over 250,000 people participated in this march. Speakers started the rally by calling
for immediate action from the government to meet their demands and give the next generation a world to live in. A major
component of their message was saving the world for the next people to inherit it.

NOAH FLEISCHMAN | THE TICKER

The march was a predominantly youth-led event
and was planned out by mainly by students. The
New York City Department of Education said that
the absence of students attending the strike will
be excused as long as they had permission from
their parents. Some schools even had field trips
to the event.
However, not everyone was supportive of this
decision. “A lot of people say that global warming isn't real,” Vlad Bershchanskiy, a student in
Brooklyn Tech, said.
“We can see it happening, and we want to protect the planet. The Department of Education said
that we are excused from school, but not all the
teachers support it.”
For students in CUNY, it was not clear if they
were allowed to miss class in order to attend the
strike. In an attempt to resolve this, the University Student Senate petitioned Chancellor Félix
V. Matos Rodríguez by asking for students, “to
be granted the same courtesy, as many students
have cited classes for reasons behind why they
cannot participate in something the majority
of us genuinely care about—our future and our
planet.”
Matos then released a statement stating, “Interested students with classes on Friday could
consider other opportunities that Friday’s call to
action may present to learn more about climate
change, pursue additional platforms of advocacy
for this urgent issue, or discuss the possibility of
an excused absence with their faculty.” This response gave no indication of excusing absences
for those who participated.

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER

Some Baruch College students also showed their support to combat climate change by participating in the strike.
“It was amazing to talk to people who were motivated to make a change
in the way our government is treating the climate crisis,” said Kim Kazdal,
the vice president of legislative affairs in Baruch’s Undergraduate Student
Government.
Kazdal attended the strike with Andres Aguirre, a representative senator
for USG, and Richard Reyes, who is on the Student Programming Board.
Kazdal added that they were motivated to arrange a climate change panel
in the upcoming weeks, with the connections they made at the strike.
“I was at the climate strike to help raise awareness and present my voice,”
said executive vice president of Baruch’s UNICEF, Arpine Sargsyan, who also
attended the event. “I was there to capture people’s stories and hear their
voices as well about this ongoing issue.”

Reporting by Ayse Kelce and Noah Fleischman. Additional reporting by Joel C. Bautista
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People from all ages and backgrounds marched for the
environment. Peter Steinborg and Kate Gehring came to
the strike with their children Clea and Jasper. The parents
wanted their kids to be aware of climate change from a
young age. Ten-year-old Clea said, “We are trying to do a
zero waste week in our house.” His brother Jasper, who is 6,
talked about how his school reuses plastic yogurt containers
for art classes and that they have a separate compost bin.

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER

Government officials showed their support for the strike. “I am
here today, because it is my moral obligation to be here,” told
New York City Council Member Mathieu Eugene to The Ticker.
“And, I am here because it is so wonderful what I am seeing
now. So many young people being engaged, taking time from
school to come to advocate for the protection of the planet.”

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER
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The march ended in Battery Park, followed by live performances and speeches. Jaden and Willow Smith performed in the
park. Spokespeople included Artemisa Xakriabá, Dr. Ayana Elizabeth Johnson, Vic Barrett, Xiuhtezcatl Martinez, Julio López
Varona, Grace Goldstein, Rebeca Sabnam, Isabella Fallahi, Kevin Patel, Artemisa Xakriabá, Marisol Rivera, Varshini Prakash,
Judy Sheridan Gonzalez and Greta Thunberg.
Sixteen-year-old Greta Thunberg was the most popular speaker of the climate strike. Thunberg became the face of the global
climate movement after she started striking in front of the Swedish Parliament. Thunberg came to New York by crossing the
Atlantic Ocean with a boat in the span of about two weeks, after her efforts to save the earth were recognized worldwide. She
had recently testified to Congress over climate change, calling out politicians for not taking action. Thunberg was also nominated
for the Nobel Peace Prize.
Thunberg started her speech with huge numbers of people all around the world striking for the environment. “This is an
emergency. Our house is on fire,” she said, before calling politicians and all citizens to action.
“People in power, their beautiful words are the same, the number of politicians and celebrities who want to take selfies with
us are the same. The empty promises are the same, and inaction is the same,” she continued. The crowd cheered after every
bold comment she had made.
Thunberg highlighted that the world’s priority should be to solve this crisis by stating, “We will not just stand aside and watch.
We are united behind science, and we will do everything in our power to stop this crisis from getting worse. Even if that means
skipping school or work, because this is more important. Why should we study for a future that is being taken away from us?”
Before concluding her speech, Thunberg mentioned the United Nations Climate ActionSummit taking place on Sept.
23.“They have a chance to prove that they too, are united,” she said, about the politicians goingto the upcoming summit.
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FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Miscommunication on campus
hinders student involvement

O

n Sept. 17, all classes and club activities held in Baruch College’s
Newman Vertical Campus were canceled due to the six express
elevators not working in the building. The announcement was
made in the middle of a Tuesday morning while many students were
already in the building. Other students were on their way to the NVC
and some were still at home. Each of these groups of students heard
different announcements — at the same time.
As those still at home rejoiced because they received an email that
classes in the NVC building were canceled, students who were already
in class or just entering Baruch were confused because morning classes
went on as usual and public safety let everyone in. Adding to the confusion, the Office of Student Life announced in person, and then later
in an email, that club activities were canceled and the third-floor club
suite was closed for the day. However, to those who asked members of
the Department of Public Safety, the answer was not clear, as security
guards were only telling people that classes were canceled and not club
activities. Others were confused about whether they were even allowed
in the building, or whether they had to leave immediately.
The events of Sept. 17 showed a common problem in Baruch — staff
departments seem to lack communication between each other, and especially between themselves and students. OSL might announce one
thing, but Public Safety officers could say the complete opposite because no one informed them of the new announcements. Clubs on the
third floor, including The Ticker, have been affected by this lack of communication when they stayed late hosting events or finishing up their
jobs. These clubs were allowed to do so by OSL, but Public Safety still
gave them trouble because no one informed the security guards of this.
The lack of communication causes tension between students at Baruch
and the people who are supposed to protect them.
Also similar to the events of Sept. 17, Baruch experienced an unexpected snow day in the middle of the spring 2018 semester. This is a
common occurrence, but since the snow started early the evening prior
to the snow day, students started hearing contradicting information.
Students deserve to know what is going on in their school without
having to ask several different staff members before they get a correct
answer.

US must reconsider action in Yemen

T

he recent firing of former U.S. National Security Advisor John
Bolton comes to show that America is struggling to come to terms
with the definition of foreign policy.
With Trump’s heated rhetoric, it seems nearly impossible to stop
his Twitter fingers from being vocal about foreign conflicts, such as the
current war in Yemen. The U.S. Department of State’s official website
states that “The U.S. government has provided more than $854 million
in humanitarian assistance to Yemen since the beginning of fiscal year
2017,” which can explain why it would be out of the ordinary to stop
now. However, with increasing tension in Yemen, it seems necessary
that the U.S. government must consider how far things must go.
Oftentimes, the current administration starts taking sides in foreign
conflicts on Twitter before it truly considers whether America’s opinion
or involvement of the conflict is necessary or relevant.
The United States providing aid in Yemen is hurting rather than
helping. In providing aid to the country and helping temporarily, involvement in the issue and grazing over the difficult parts is sending
the country into ruins. Americans should not expect their country to
extend a gracious helping hand to countries in need if the American
government can’t even take charge of domestic issues properly.
The United States should consider the future of itself first. Sometimes, that’s the best way to help solve foreign conflicts.
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2020 candidates need to focus on
their economic ideas for a change

O

ut of a once crowded field of
26 Democratic candidates
competing for the Democratic presidential nomination,
only 10 survived for the third 2020
presidential debate.
Though our near and dear mayor failed to qualify, other candidates like frontrunners Joe Biden,
Sen. Bernie Sanders and Sen. Elizabeth Warren surprisingly debated
everything except the economy.
While that may be the fault of the
moderators, failing to address economic concerns could prove detrimental if they stand any chance
against President Donald Trump,
or redeeming his “Trumpublican”
and Republican fan base.
Trump’s perhaps only true
strength during his presidency is
America’s economic performance.
After all, the unemployment rate is
virtually constant and low at 3.7%
for August, suggesting that anyone who wants a job can have one.
Wages rose 0.4%, implying employers are increasing pay to lure workers and prices are not rising as fast
as incomes, as reported by The New
York Times.
Funny how recent polls showcase a dip in Trump’s approval rating on the economy, with a CNN/
SSRS poll finding that only 48% of
registered voters approve of the
economy, down from 56% in April,
CNBC reported
Seems like festering recession
fears are undermining the sup-

posed “American prosperity” that
Trump will no doubt tout during
his 2020 reelection bid.
No matter one’s political perspective, no one should want a recession.
Yet, Democrats would be foolish
to not expose the weaknesses in an
economy supposedly “so strong.”
While determining a recession is
impossible until it happens, it is
difficult to ignore classic economic
indicators that warrant some concern.
Recession talks have grown
while the Federal Reserve might cut
interest rates to facilitate spending.
CNBC describes these economic indicators — the yield curve
which measures investor risk in the
bond market, has deeply inverted
this year which it has not done
since before the Great Recession.
This inversion where short-term
bonds carry higher interest rates
than long- term ones suggests waning investor confidence in the near
rather than distant future.
Global growth is deteriorating,
such as in the U.K. and China. Even
economic growth is slowing in the
United States, with the GDP dropping from 3.0% in the first quarter of 2019 to 2.0% in the second,
CNBC also reported.
So much for making America
great.
Meanwhile, Trump’s tit-fortat trade war with China only diminishes investor confidence

and menaces economic outlook.
Heavy industries were hit the hardest, such as manufacturing, which
contracted and only added a mere
3,000 jobs and resource extraction,
with mining and logging employment decreasing by 5,000 positions, The New York Times reported.
It is ironic how those who hail
from the industries most harmed
by Trump’s economic policies,
such as working-class whites and
farmers, are the very ones that voted #Trump2016.
While Trump continues distracting constituents by downplaying economic weaknesses and
trade war effects with subsidies to
soybean farmers, or blame towards
the “LameStream Media,” Democratic candidates must emphasize
that everyone is not benefitting
from the longest economic expansion in U.S. history.
While focusing on immigration,
impeachment, racial injustices and
other divisive issues will mobilize
the Democratic party, they make
up only a fraction of the electorate.
Such tactics may only work in the
short term and may not provide the
long-term foundation the Democratic party needs.
Democrats must be strategic as
voters will be paying attention to
their every move before the Iowa
caucus.
-Pabvitraa Ramcharan
Political Science ‘21

Mission statement must be revamped
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
As the mission states, Baruch
“remains dedicated to being a
catalyst for the social, cultural,
and financial mobility of a diverse student body, reflective
of its historical mission. Baruch College educates men and
women for leadership roles in
business, civic and cultural affairs, and academia,” as stated
on its website. The mission statement does correctly present the
school, as it does have a very
racially and socio-economically
diverse population, and the goal
for many students is to ascend in
the financial hierarchy of society.
However, the mission statement does miss one vital component of many Bearcats’ college
experiences — the huge club
and organization community on
campus and the many events
that come as a result of it.
There is a vibrant club life and
student comradery on campus

that this statement completely
misses. As this is a school, classes are obviously a big part of time
spent on campus, but many students are in at least one of the
130-plus clubs and organizations
that meet in Baruch weekly.
Baruch also aims to improve
students’ critical thinking and
analytical skills, cultural awareness and sense of ethics, according to the statement.
The mission statement is
pretty in line with those of other CUNY schools, such as City
College’s goal to unleash their
students’ potential and foster
“research, creativity, and innovation.” Similarly, Hunter College’s
three-paragraph mission statement explains their objective is
to emphasize creativity, research
and “human diversity,” while
also advocating for their students
to use New York City’s resources
to their advantage .
These statements are all relatively similar, but both CCNY’s

and Hunters have further reach;
Baruch’s mission statement
should touch on more than just
the teaching and classes.
Clubs and groups teach students a lot about accepting each
other’s differences, working together and being creative. They
even help students work on their
marketing and organizing skills,
for those who are part of committees and executive boards.
Students get to experience
different cultures and religions
through clubs and their events,
participating in activities they
normally would not have the opportunities to do at on-campus
events.
This school is about a lot more
than just the knowledge that is
dispersed in class and the mission statement, while overall
pretty accurate, should be modified to reflect this.
- Amanda Salazar
Journalism ‘22
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Invest in zest, students
stun USG with club life
THE USG REPORT

DAKSHATHA DAGGALA

A

s Baruch College was
planning for Convocation
Day, we wondered how
the school would handle adding
more than 2,200 new students.
Our existing infrastructure issues
coupled with unhelpful budget
cuts weren’t exactly the best combination.
However, the newest students
have brought something back to
the soul of Baruch College — zest.
We have seen an unprecedented
increase in engagement not only
within USG, but in club life as well.
As I walked to different clubs’
general interest meetings, I saw
rooms overflowing with incredibly enthusiastic students ready to
participate in ice breakers.
It filled my heart with joy to see
club life thriving.
Many people worried that student engagement was decreasing,
but we have settled any future
qualms about that.
There is also praise to be said
for the boards of many clubs,
which have done a wonderful job
marketing and inviting students to
join them in their quest to make a
family at Baruch.
While we sit in our offices do-

ing work, there are always students coming in to find out how to
join student government. It’s one
of the most fulfilling parts of our
jobs, as we hand them a survival
guide and tell them about all the
ways they can join. Each student
that we see has this spark in their
eye — the zest is uncontainable.
We see these students show up to
our senate meetings and participate.
On Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. in
room 3-270, they are fulfilling their
civic duties on the most local level.
This week, we will be giving you
the opportunity to fulfill your civic
duties on a federal level as well.
If you’re not already registered to
vote, stop by on the second floor
atrium during club hours. It takes
two minutes to register and then
you will have the ability to be present in the future of your community and country.
Any questions that you have
about the process, we’re here to
answer them. This, however, is just
the beginning of your path. Your
next step is to vote. Elections in
2020 are just around the corner, so
speak out and be loud. Make your
voice heard from a poll booth all
the way to Washington, D.C.
You don’t need me to tell you
that Baruch is a non-traditional
school. The commuter culture is
something some students end up
succumbing to as they fall into
a routine. The monotony is easy
to settle into, but I have faith that
you will find your passion and stay
zesty.
Dakshatha Daggala is the president of USG. She can be reached at
dakshatha.daggala@usgbaruch.
com. Her office is located at 3-272
in the Newman Vertical Campus.

Wish Joe Biden a goodbye — Biden
does not impress viewers in debate

A

fter the third democratic
debate, Joe Biden has now
given credence to criticisms
while adding a few new ones along
the way.
While Biden did come out
swinging strong early on, he was
the clear loser of the nearly threehour debate.
The first chunk of the debate
allowed the three front runners
— Sen. Bernie Sanders, Sen. Elizabeth Warren and Biden — to flesh
out their healthcare positions.
Biden bragged that he was all for
Obamacare, as he drew the distinction between Warren by saying
she supported Bernie in Medicare
for All.
The early attack backfired as it
allowed for Warren and Sanders to
tag team Biden into his first blunders of the night.
In trying to distance himself
from Medicare for All, Biden shot
himself in the foot as 70 percent of
Americans now support the Medicare for All proposal, The Hill reported.
In this separation, Biden demonstrated how out of touch he is
with the American electorate and
that the two other front runners
have him beat on the major issue
of healthcare.
Then Biden made the mistake
of trying the Republican talking
point — “how are you going to pay
for it?”
In an attempt to make Warren
say that she would raise taxes on

In what was the most
substanial debate so far, it is
pretty hard to say who won.

the middle class, she retorted by
pointing out that healthcare would
cost less to the middle class as a result, and that the wealthy would be
taxed for it.
When Sanders was presented
with the $30 trillion price tag of his
Medicare for All plan, he steered
right into it.
When Sanders pointed out facts
of the matter such as that Americans pay twice as much for healthcare than Canada or any other developed country, the former vice
president interrupted with “This is
America.”
So what if this is America Mr.
Biden?
Just because we’re one of the
wealthiest nations means that the
average American should be paying twice as much as other countries for healthcare?
Especially when those countries guarantee healthcare for all
while the United States has $30
million uninsured.
It only went downhill from
there for Biden.
Julian Castro took the next jab
at Biden.
After Castro pointed out the differences between him and Biden’s
plan they went into a heated back
and forth in which Castro asked
Biden more than once if he was
forgetting what he had just said
two minutes ago, which Biden did,
The Washington Post reported.
Biden got through the incarceration issue unscathed, but had
an elder moment during the gun
control debate when his false teeth
popped out halfway through his
response.
The next bullet that Biden had
to bite was on the immigration issue.
While Biden was taking shelter

behind many of Barack Obama’s
popular policies, moderator Jorge
Ramos masterfully pointed out
that Biden voted for a border fence
and has never answered the question of whether he tried to stop any
of the record deportations that occurred under the Obama administration.
When asked that question by
Ramos, Biden dodged it again and
Castro scored his second punch
of the night by saying that Biden
wants to take all the credit for
Obama’s good policies and none of
the blame for his bad ones.
It is ridiculous that neither
Biden nor his team have come up
with a reasonable response to this
question that has been presented
to Biden on multiple occasions.
Maybe they have and Biden just
forgot. Biden’s final gaffe of the
night came courtesy of moderator
Linsey Davis.
Davis pressed Biden on comments he made 40 years in regards
to segregation and reparations to
which his response was nonsensical rambling.
Despite being more energetic than the previous debates he
tripped over his words and started
to ramble incohesive answers by
the end of the night.
In what was the most substantive debate so far, it is pretty hard to
say who won. No one really stood
out in the debate.
Biden was given the most time
to speak and unfortunately for him
it made him stand out from the rest
of the candidates in the worst way.
The defensive aggression Biden
displayed took away from the usual
“charm” that he has.
- Pat Sikora
Journalism ‘20

Make language classes a Trump's removal of national security
requirement for students advisor shows issues in foreign affairs

A

s every Baruch College
student knows, there are
certain classes that must
be taken in order to declare a major or to graduate from one of the
three schools. For the Weissman
School of Arts and Sciences, these
classes are the mandatory-for-all
Pathways credits, COM 1010 and
two semesters of a foreign language .
Without taking these preWeissman courses at some point
in their college career, liberal arts
students would not be allowed to
graduate, even if they completed
all of the required classes for their
major and minor.
Taking two semesters of a language is a logical requirement for
students who are pursuing majors
in this arts and communications
filled school. Even for science
majors, learning a new language
is never a bad thing. While many
Bearcats come into Baruch already knowing another language
in addition to English — either
partially or fluently — there are
also many who do not know two
languages. Even so, it is not going
to hurt already bilingual students
to add another language.
Knowing more than one language can help you connect and
communicate better with others
and can make you think more
globally. According to an article
from the United Education Institute, it can help with not only
getting a job, but also being paid
more for it than monolingual English speaker.
“When you’re bilingual your
earning potential can go up if you
are asked to act as a translator or
interpreter on the job,” stated the
UEI article. As a school that aims
to steer its students toward high-

paying jobs, it only makes sense
for Baruch to mandate all students
to take a foreign language. In fact,
it would not be far-fetched for the
school to also require business
students to take two semesters of a
language. Additionally, learning a
foreign language helps make people more culturally and socially
aware.
“Language learning inevitably
involves learning about different
cultures. Students pick up clues
about the culture both in language
classes and through meaningful
immersion experiences,” stated
HuffPost. “With the help of an instructor, students can critically
think about stereotypes of different cultures related to food, appearance and conversation styles.”
However, just because language
classes are taken in school, does
not meant the students automatically become fluent in that language. Many students struggle in
these courses and only retain a
few key phrases and words from
them.
This is partially due to the fact
that becoming totally fluent in a
new language becomes physically
harder for the brain to do by the
age of 10, according to an article
by Time. In fact, this ability decreases slightly each year after the
age of 10 and “your ability to learn
starts dropping at around 17 or 18
years old,” the article stated.
Still,
knowing
something
from another language is better
than knowing none of it. If more
schools make language classes a
requirement, it can hopefully edge
us toward a more understanding,
communicationally-better world.
-Amanda Salazar
Journalism ‘22

P

resident Donald Trump’s decision to fire National Security Adviser John Bolton was
one that saved the country from
decades of war.
On Sept. 10 Trump said on
Twitter, “I informed John Bolton
last night that his services are no
longer needed at the White House.
I disagreed strongly with many of
his suggestions, as did others in
the Administration, and therefore
I asked John for his resignation,
which was given to me this morning. I thank John very much for his
service. I will be naming a new National Security Advisor next week.”
He then continued to elaborate in
more tweets.
The role of the national security
adviser is to advise the president of
the United States on national security issues.
Unlike Cabinet members like
the secretary of defense, the national security adviser is exempt
from Senate confirmation unless
they are military generals.
Bolton is no general.
He supported the Vietnam War
but couldn’t muster the courage
to join it himself. In his Yale 25th
reunion book Bolton wrote, "I
confess I had no desire to die in a
Southeast Asian rice paddy. I considered the war in Vietnam already
lost,” as reported by the Yale Daily
News.
The sudden firing of Bolton
couldn’t have come sooner. His
dangerous presence in such an
influential position with exclusive
access to the president and lack of
civilian oversight, was worrying.
For someone who hasn’t served
an iota of time in warfare, Bolton
sure had a knack for supporting it
from his armchair.
As if the United States wasn’t in
enough wars already, he had sup-

ported striking North Korea first
and overthrowing the government
of Iran.
Trump’s relatively non-interventionist campaign rhetoric
was completely antagonized by
Bolton’s immensely pro-regime
change expression on cable news.
The War on Terror cost American taxpayers trillions of dollars
and the lives of thousands of fellow
Americans.
“The United States federal government has spent or obligated
$5.9 trillion dollars on the wars in
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iraq,”
The Watson Institute for International studies at Brown University
stated.
The goal of the United States
should be to leave global conflicts
alone and focus on homeland issues.
On the issue of North Korea,
any dialogue or discussion is better than war. Any form of dialogue
with Iran is better than creating another quagmire in the Middle East.

Being the national security
advisor doesn't require being
a yes-man to the president,
but rather providing moral
and ethical options to
problems affecting the
country and humanity at
large.
The elite of Washington, D.C.
do not have to suffer the conse-

quences of their actions.
Middle-class and lower-class
Americans are viewed as numbers
and statistics to them.
Every person who has experienced war firsthand knows the
brutal reality of it.
Bolton seemed to be thinking it
was a video game with the foreign
policy rhetoric he used.
And make no mistake, Trump
has also made very alarming foreign policy decisions himself.
But the less influence Trump
has over war, the better it is for the
country.
It must be very important to
note that in foreign politics, it is
much easier to have a dialogue
with countries than it is with nonstate actors, as there is much more
room for leverage.
It is favorable to talk with anyone, but with state actors like Iran
and North Korea there are options
for economic sanctions and some
form of vulnerability on their side.
Talking with North Korea is
much easier than the Taliban, as
there is much more for North Korea to lose.
Americans who have family
serving in the military experience
a lot of hardship.
American taxpayers should celebrate the fact that there is a less
likely chance to be dragged into
another bloody conflict.
During these conflicts, many
lives are sacrificed and trillions of
dollars are wasted.
Being the national security adviser doesn’t require being a yesman to the president, but rather
providing moral and ethical options to problems affecting the
country and humanity at large.
- Ahsan Mushtaq
Political Science ‘20
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STARR and Women in Business host information session with HSBC
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Baruch College has a long
partnership with HSBC as the bank
often visits during career fairs and
workshops alike to recruit eligible
students. HSBC is one of the world’s
largest banking and financial
services organizations serving in 65
countries and territories.
Their line of business includes
commercial
banking,
retail
banking and wealth management,
global private banking, and global
banking and markets.
The focus of the event, however,
was their GLCM Global Product.
GLCM is a global product that
helps clients move their cash, have
visibility, control and access to their
cash and invest their cash. GLCM’s
functional teams include business
management, sales management,
product management, chief control
office, client management, and
digital and e-channels.

As for the GLCM summer internship program, it is a competitive application in which there are
only two seats available for students from New York.
The 10-week summer program is
an opportunity to build knowledge
across multiple GLCM functions
with the potential conversion into
the full-time two-year graduate.
In order to qualify for the
summer
internship
program,
students should be pursuing
a bachelor's degree and be
graduating by May or June 2021
with a 3.2 cumulative GPA.
Students who are applying
should also be U.S. citizens or
permanent residents.
Aside from the basic requirements, HSBC is looking for “someone who is driven and adaptable,
someone who is able to say yes to
the project, someone who takes
initiative,” Program Manager Kaitlyn Riley said.

“There is also a certain aspect
of curiosity and just being curious enough to ask questions, why
something is done a certain way,
what does this mean and saying
‘I’m gonna dive into this a little
more on my own,’” Graduate Analyst Frank Sharo said.
In terms of the soft skills aspect,
“it’s good to have a foundation of
Microsoft Excel, PowerPoint [and]
Microsoft Office in general,” Riley
added.
The GLCM graduate program,
similar to the internship program
also has two seats available for New
York applicants.
It is a competitively paid twoyear full-time program in which all
graduates complete one month of
training in London.
Graduates will also have the opportunity to apply for an international rotation and explore various
functions of GLCM by completing
four to six month rotations.

Cengage to merge with McGraw-Hill
BY JULIAN TINEO

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
In May, Cengage and McGrawHill announced plans to merge
and operate under the McGrawHill brand with the leadership of
Cengage CEO Michael Hansen, in
an all-stock “merger of equals.”
The announcement was met
with wide criticism and concern
from advocacy groups who believe
the merger will result in less competition within the textbook publishing industry and higher costs
of learning materials for college
students.
The higher-education textbook
publishing space is currently led
by six major companies; Pearson
with 40% of the market’s 2018 total
of $3.3 billion in revenue, Cengage
with 24% and McGraw-Hill earning 21%, according to the Association of American Publishers.
Wiley, Macmillan and Oxford
University Press earned the
remaining 15%. If the CengageMcGraw Hill merger is approved,
the new entity will hold a 45%
share of the market.This means
that 85% of the textbook publishing
industry will be controlled by two
companies, the new McGraw Hill
and Pearson, an effective duopoly.
The 45% market share that will
be held by the new McGraw-Hill
brand after the merger is well
above the threshold in federal
guidelines to label the merger as
anticompetitive, according to the
Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition.
Despite this, there is a chance
that the merger will be approved
by regulators and close in early
2020, according to a press release
by Cengage.
In opposition to the merger,
the Scholarly Publishing and
Academic Resources Coalition,
the Open Markets Coalition and

a group of student leaders sent
letters to the U.S. Department of
Justice, urging the government
to block the merger in July and
August of 2019.
In a press release, Nicole Allen,
director of Open Education for
SPARC stated, “The merger would
decrease competition, increase
prices and lock students into
digital courseware that can gather
vast amounts of their data.”
On a website titled “Better
Learning
Together”
which
promotes
the
merger,
the
publishers claim that the merger
will “provide students with more
affordable access to superior
course materials and platforms.”
It also claims that it will
“accelerate
and
expand
affordability initiatives for college
students in the U.S.”
EdSurge, an online publication
that shares developments in the
education space, wrote that a
shared subscription model can
result from the merger in which all
McGraw-Hill titles and all Cengage
titles will be made available to
students for one subscription fee
while the publishers continue
pushing to earn revenues from

In an effort to make
obsolete the secondary
market where preowned textbooks are sold
between students, the
companies are shifting
towards providing digital
educational resources.

online sources rather than physical
texts.
The textbook publishing industry has been in a state of transition
for years.
The shift has not always been
smooth; Cengage filed for bankruptcy in July 2013 during restructuring efforts and emerged nine
months later with less debt and the
expectation of declining revenues
as a part of its five-year-plan.
After restructuring, Cengage’s
CEO claimed that the company
was much closer to a software
company than a traditional publisher.
The same can be said about
McGraw-Hill and other publishers
which now often require students
to purchase digital access codes in
order for them to use online learning management systems in addition to their textbooks.
Since the digital access codes
cannot be used more than once,
they cannot be resold between
students.
This eliminates the secondary
market that exists for physical
books. In a call with investors,
Cengage
and
McGraw-Hill
executives
indicated
their
intentions to take back market
share from the secondary market,
which McGraw-Hill CEO Nana
Banerjee called a “disruptor.”
While there is much debate going on about the data collectpractices of companies such as Google,
Facebook and Amazon, there is
also a question of the student data
that will be made available and collected by to the new McGraw-Hill
should the merger be approved.
SPARC’s Allen claims, “we
may end up in a situation where
publishers know more about
students than institutions do if
institutions don’t take action now
to make sure we’re managing
student data.”

Requirements are the same as
the internship program, but applicants must be a final year undergraduate or a current graduate
student.
Candidates for both roles at
HSBC will be taken through a number of steps, the first includes the
successful completion of an online assessment that is designed to
identify whether individuals have
the skills required for the role and
to assess their suitability for working at HSBC.
It is possible to take the assessments at any time within a fixed
number of days, as specified in the
email.
Some of the practice questions
supplied should be completed
before beginning and the assessments should be started only when
the applicants can give them their
undivided attention.
Upon completion of the assessment, students will then be able to

submit their resumes for review.
If selected they will proceed to
a phone interview and then faceto-face interview which they will
ask about specific occasions where
applicants have demonstrated a
particular skill.
Sharo emphasized to “know
your strengths and be prepared to
give examples of when you have
demonstrated relevant skills. Focus
on your role in these situations and
the outcomes.”
As the long applications may
seem intimidating to students who
are considering applying, finance
major Alicia Chu said “the assessments are the fun part — it’s making a good impression that’s kinda
tricky.”
“My biggest takeaway today was
to just apply when an opportunity
is presented,” said Chu.
Both applications are open until
December 2019.

Podcast offers simplified
personal finance advice

BY AYSE KELCE

BUSINESS EDITOR

“Radical Personal Finance” is
a podcast series hosted by Joshua
Sheats, a financial advisor. As the
name indicates, the podcast aims
to give personal financial advice
to help the general population
to save and manage their money
more efficiently.
The podcast’s website states
that the episodes are “dumbeddown to appeal to the masses who
are generally financially illiterate.”
However, the durations of the
episodes are ranging from 20
minutes to over an hour.
Even though the terms
and concepts in the podcasts
are simplified to an everyday
conversation level, an hour-long
conversation solely focusing on
personal finances might not be
the way to go for more general
audiences.
On the other hand, the
language in most episodes
obviously appeals to emotion,
which makes it easier for the
show's target audience to listen to
the podcast for a longer period of
time.
In the episode “How to Prepare
for the Coming Recession,” Sheats
says, “You may not remember the

depth and pain of the most recent
recession. Because, perhaps for
you, it was not a deeply painful
experience.
But, it [recession] was a deeply
painful experience for many
millions of people, and recession
hurt. People get hurt during the
times of bad economics.”
This is a very simple, yet
powerful tone.
“Radical Personal Finance” has
over 600 episodes with a tradition
of live Q&A sessions on Fridays
to discuss any topic the listeners
want to hear about. Almost all of
the episodes tackle issues about
personal finances, yet there are
some exceptions to this rule.
In an episode, “How to Find an
Excellent Wife: The Preparation,”
Sheats is giving advice about
finding a wife as if he is giving
advice to his son, especially to
young men according to the host
himself.
Fortunately, there are not
many episodes that go beyond
financial advice. These expections
do not reflect the podcast's
approach as a whole. It should be
kept in mind that some episodes
of “Radical Personal Finance” are
fairly long.
However, some of them have
the perfect tolerable duration to
listen to a host give advice about
what to do with your money in
one sitting.
People hoping to skip the chitchat and get to the point may want
to avoid the longer episodes and
stick with the shorter ones for
personal finance advice.
However, overall, the podcast
does suggest many practical ways
to deal with issues concerning
personal finances and gives notso-radical advice.
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Ticker Tape

A Financial Briefing by Baruch College’s Investment Management Group
Technology sector headlines
over the summer were dominated
by the trade dispute between the
United States and China, uncertainty in the semiconductor industry, a large number of tech initial
public offerings, regulatory cases
against Big Tech and the ongoing
growth in cloud.
Cloud, date centers and 5G
connectivity remain the largest
investment categories spoken
about, with cloud growth driving
revenue growth across technology
companies.
Less talked about are cognitive
computing and automation tools,
which are now under a spotlight
for vastly improving customer
insights and increase efficiency.
The advancement of digital
tools has allowed companies
to better analyze data and gain
insights on not just customers, but
also competitors.
Efficiency is also growing in
the bankruptcy process, and the
restructuring afterwards as tech
companies play a larger role in
assisting companies.
Antitrust investigations continue in the United States, with

Information technology
strategies around cloud
computing and data
analytics are being
increasingly used to cut costs
and streamline efficiency.

the House Judiciary Committee
asking for a variety of documents
including emails between executives, financial statements and
information about competitors,
market share, mergers and key
business decisions from big tech
executives.
These executives include Amazon’s CEO Jeff Bezos, Facebook’s
CEO Mark Zuckerberg, Apple’s
CEO Tim Cook and Google’s
Larry Page, Sergey Brin and Eric
Schmidt.
It’s
very
unlikely
these
companies will give such access
to the house committee, so
negotiations over the documents
requested are likely to commence
soon. Several other investigations
are underway against Big Tech,
including investigations from the
Justice Department, the Federal
Trade Commission, Texas AG
Group and NY AG Group.
However, any U.S. action
against Big Tech is likely years
away considering the large rampup in spending such companies
have put in place to influence
antitrust discourse, and that any
sanctions against the companies
must be imposed by federal or
state law enforcers, not congress.
Despite that, technology companies might not wait for the U.S.
to act.
Microsoft CLO Brad Smith recently came out and said, “The
laws around the world are going to
change, and because technology
is so global, American companies
will adopt a new approach even if
the U.S. Congress does nothing”
However, his call for regulation is skeptical as any laws geared
to make internet platforms more
accountable for their content

pose a greater threat to competition than Microsoft.
On another note, 2019 has
been an extremely active year for
tech IPOs. Despite Uber and Lyft’s
disappointing performances, top
tech IPOs have outperformed
the S&P 500 this year at a 67%
gain, including Cloudflare which
jumped 20% on its first trading day
Sept. 13.
There are many caveats in this
comparison, including it does not
factor in market caps, lock-up expirations and most notably, the
necessity of Beyond Meat in the
IPO basket, which is up 524% since
its market debut.
Following Beyond Meat’s stellar performance is videoconferencing company Zoom, up 120%,
and security vendor CrowdStrike,
up 91%. The biggest laggard is
Lyft being down 36%, followed by
Uber which is down 26% and ecommerce company The RealReal,
down by 15%.
From a macro viewpoint,
technology companies continue
to
expand
into
emerging
markets, swallowing currency
headwinds and highlighting the
risks of continued geopolitical
uncertainties;
including
the
United States and China trade
dispute,
unpredictability
in
China and declining smartphone
demand.
Cloud computing continues to
be the center of attention in the
tech industry with significant margin improvements, followed by
artificial intelligence computing,
data centers, cybersecurity solutions, 5G connectivity and “internet of thing.”
By Gloria Ghita

Slack stock fails to meet expectations
BY MALIQ WINTER

STAFF WRITER

Since its direct listing on April
26 of this year, Slack’s stock price
has dropped by more than 25%.
Amidst a field of floundering 2019
initial public offerings, Slack has
failed to stand out.
Slack’s primary business is
providing a single, streamlined
platform
for
all
business
communication needs. Per their
own website, the app is “a single
place for messaging, tools and
files” meant to help save time on
any collaborative work.
The firm’s most apparent
issue is that their main
competitor is none other than
Microsoft. According to Market
Watch, Microsoft, coming off
a record fiscal year and nearly
22% net profit growth, controls
the “Teams” IP, fitting nearly
the same niche Slack looks to
fill. It offers virtually all of the
same features as Slack, while
boasting integration with their
Microsoft Office suite, matched
or better pricing on their primary
offerings and an established
infrastructure.
These stark disadvantages
have left many would-be
investors scratching their heads
as to why they should invest in
Slack.
Despite reporting revenue and
earnings far above expectations,
Slack continues to operate at a
loss and is reportedly burning
through cash. While this has
been common among recent
large IPOs, investors looking at
these new companies tend to
focus on growth.
Slack projects revenue growth
of 51% for the fiscal year ahead,
but the stock has continued to
drop with each earnings report,
according to The Wall Street Jour-

Hong Kong protests will
affect global markets
BY NICOLAS DOMINIQUE

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

It has been 15 weeks since the
civil unrest began to take a whole
new twist in Hong Kong. The Chinese government in Beijing is beginning to feel a sharp toll on an
economy already hit by the U.S.China trade war.
The protests began as peaceful
weekend marches, but they have
become a daily event of civil warfare. As police use of nightsticks,
riot shields and tear gas has been
countered by demonstrator petrol
bombs; retail, business and tourism are taking a hit.
Global brands like The Walt
Disney Co. and Prada have
warned of the impact that Pacific
Airways and other airlines had to
cancel hundreds of flights due to
numerous shutdowns throughout
August leading up to September.
Investors or economists are
bound to have seen and felt the
international effects. More than
$600 billion dollars of stock market
value has been erased since early
July, and analysts are expressing
concern that real property values
could slump. GDP expanded just
0.6% in the second quarter of the
year showing ominous signs of
economic slowdown.
The continued unrest could
raise the possibility of an impending recession, according to Bloomberg Economics.
This is not only impacting China but the world as a whole. Hong
Kong is a critical hub for global
trade and finance.
It was the world's seventhlargest exporter of merchandise
in 2017, according to the World
Trade Organization. It is also the

Forever 21 rumored to file
Chapter 11 bankruptcy
BY HARSHITA AHUJA

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER
Slack is commonly used to increase the productivity of the employees in offices.
nal. They reported 82% growth in
the year prior, meaning that their
growth is already seeing a significant decrease in pace.
A slow down this early in
the business’s public life has
investors
spooked,
worried
that this already unprofitable
business could be doomed to fail.
Slack also reports relatively
low userbase capitalization.
While this is expected of a
“freemium”
app,
offering
lower tiers of service for free
to most users, even among its
paying customers Slack lacks
diversification. About 600 of its
90,000-plus paying customers
attribute for 40% of their revenue.
While
not
immediately
alarming, losing any of these
customers or their reduced
utilization could have significant
impacts on Slack’s bottom line,
according to Market Watch.
Additionally, Slack is currently
being investigated by at least four
different law firms on whether it

misled investors in prior financial statements, reported Forbes.
Lawsuits, whether accurate or
not, tie up more of the company’s
money and resources.
As it stands, Slack remains in
an infamous club of big name,
loss-generating debtors.
Along with Uber and Lyft, who
have experienced similar drops
in stock price since their initial
offerings, investors are telling
new companies that they need
to prove their profitability and
growth potential to earn their
investment.
At the time of writing this
article, Slack has most recently
reported a loss of $364 million
during its second fiscal quarter
alongside a 37% increase in
paying customers since last
year, according to The New York
Times. This resulted in a 15%
one-day drop of its stock price.
Only time will tell whether
these expenditures will pay off
for the firm in the long run.

third leading global financial center, after New York and London,
says the Global Financial Centre
Index.
Federal Reserve Chairman
Jerome Powell has recently lowered interest rates by a quarter of
a percent on July 31 intended to
rescue a failing economy, protect
the United States from slowing
growth in China and Europe and
to quell uncertainty concerns over
the trade war.
Currently economic indicators
like the inverted yield curve and
declining business confidence
could lead to more rate cuts in the
near future.
Over on the political front,
the protest helps veer the world’s
attention to a government that
put itself before the people. U.S.
companies will cease capital
investment in Hong Kong and that
wealthy local families will stop
buying property there says Kyle
Bass, the founder of the American
hedge fund Hayman Capital
Management, in an article by The
Guardian.
He stated, “If you look at geopolitics through history, when
people lose faith in their leadership, when they lose faith in their
police, there is no getting this back.
The bottom line is that the leadership in Hong Kong has abandoned
their constituency in favor of Beijing.”
Hong Kong has much history,
from the time of British rule, to its
unique kind of autonomy since
1997, its constitution, and culture.
The recent protests are only
showing how valuable it is to its
natives and how they are willing
to sacrifice to stop injustice even
from Beijing.

The famous Los Angeles based
fast-fashion retailer Forever
21, with 723 locations, is filing
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy ,
according to The Wall Street
Journal.
Filing
for
Chapter
11
bankruptcy would allow Forever
21 to close down the stores going
through loss, and to replace it
with a smaller company.
So far, three unknown people
are said to have reported about
the bankruptcy and virtually 700
stores claim to have closed down.
However, the company stated
that the reports were flawed as one
of the company’s representatives
announced, “Our stores are open
and it is our intention to continue
to operate the vast majority of
U.S. stores.”
Regardless of what the truth
is, Forever 21 has been greatly
affected by the lack of consumers
lately. At present, teens and
adults prefer online shopping
from Amazon or Fashion Nova,
a popular brand best known
for cheap prices and imitating
celebrity looks, because of the
easy accessibility.
Fashion Nova’s increasing
number of products in the market
is causing higher competition for
Forever 21. The replenishment
rate for Fashion Nova is 48% while
it is 14% for Forever 21, according
to EDITED, a retail technology
company which adds about 80
billion data points each day.
The replenishment rates show
how much of the supplies are
replaced by new ones depending
on conditions like the demand or
even changes in the seasons.

Forever 21’s low replenishment rates indicate low demands
by consumers causing the company to face a decline in its sales.
Recently, Forever 21 hired advisers to revise ways to help the debt
incurred, according to Bloomberg.
“Latham & Watkins LLP is on
board to help renegotiate leases
that could involve shuttering
stores, and Alvarez & Marsal was
hired to overhaul operations,” The
Wall Street Journal added.
However,
when
further
questioned, Forever 21 did not
comment on the company’s
next steps. The main concern
is if Forever 21 is truly filing for
bankruptcy, it would cause more
rifts to the company.
This is in part due to the
company’s issues with the
lawsuit containing copyright
infringements from the famous
pop-star, Ariana Grande.
Almost two weeks ago, Grande
sued Forever 21 for promoting
their clothing products for free
through a look-alike model.
Grande claims Forever 21
and Riley Rose, a beauty store,
replaced her name, music and
image including clothing and
hairstyle to promote their brands,
as seen in a recent article by CNN.
“Grande's legal team alleges
the clothing company sought
out an endorsement deal with
Grande but the request was
‘explicitly declined due to Forever
21's unwillingness to pay the fair
market value for a celebrity of Ms.
Grande's stature,’” CNN further
added.
What happens to Forever 21
is yet to be seen as they deal with
the lawsuit alongside Chapter 11
bankruptcy.
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Juggling USG and songwriting: How Joshua Castillo does it all
YASMEEN PERSAUD

OPINIONS EDITOR

For artist and Baruch College
student Joshua Castillo, it feels like
the first year of college again.
Castillo reminisces — he sits in
Baruch’s cafeteria watching a new
world develop around him as he’s
busy building his own. The second
verse of his first single “MOON”
was born here, out of a lonely mind
and artistic heart.
“I wrote the second verse at Baruch in the cafeteria as a first-year
student, kind of sitting, thinking a
lot about how lonely I felt, I wasn’t
involved and was thinking so heavily, then I went home that day and
produced the beat up until 3 a.m.,”
he said.
Castillo, known as CAST, follows
many creative directions in perfecting his craft.
His ideas were put onto paper
around 11 years old, but he began
to envision a future of music during high school. Castillo writes and
produces his own music, with no
sign of slowing down.
“I don’t think I really became
an artist, I think I’ve always been
an artist,” he said. “The journey has
definitely been a life-long journey
of artistic development so that’s
how I really think of myself, I’m
constantly progressing and getting
to a higher place than I already am.”
Castillo does not consider his
artistic side as an alter ego, but
more of who he truly is. He describes evolving as an artist with
“the development being really per-

sonal behind the scenes.”
“Circling/round round round/
you lift me up at the speed of
sound/” — These are the poetic and
vibrant lyrics of Castillo’s “MOON.”
Castillo is the epitome of art imitating life, his music lifting spirits up
and even inspiring other Baruch
artists to stick to their vision.
“I think CAST is a very unique
mind, and an artist at his core. I
think he sees the world from a different perspective and he uses that
to produce art,” fellow Baruch artist and sophomore Rafeed Hossain
stated.
“It’s not just music, I met him
when he let me perform at the
‘Great Artists Steal’ show last year
and I just remember how he enacted his vision in such a cool way,
with multiple stages, the seating arrangements and even the choice to
hang up paintings and album covers all around the room,” Hossain
continued.
The process that Castillo endures in creating his music is rather
brilliant and intellectual — his talent and articulation for music is
one to applaud.
When describing his personal
approach to the process of writing
the verses to a song, he described
vividly, “I start off with the idea of
the seed then create the universe
around it.”
The creation of “MOON” symbolizes Castillo’s approach to artistry, proving that his catchy beats
and witty verses contrast mainstream artists. His style is fresh, full
of youth and empowering.

COURTESY OF JOSHUA CASTILLO

Joshua Castillo performed at various events like "Great Artists Steal" where other Baruch artists also took the stage.
“MOON came about as an idea
to make something dark and sweet,
I really thought about how a lot of
songwriters and poets say ‘you’re
like the sun and the sky’ and I wanted to flip that like you’re my sun,
like no, you’re my moon,” he said.
Currently serving as the executive vice president of the Baruch
Undergraduate Student Government, Castillo wears many creative
hats.
With his involvement in many
artistic events and now headlining

USG events, Castillo credits Baruch
for his growth as an artist on the entertainment and business side.He
is a senior and a current marketing
major, with a minor in psychology.
“It really relates to the stuff that
I do, because it’s all very interdisciplinary, and it’s not a trade like
finance or accounting, marketing is
a culmination of a lot of things . . .
it’s very eclectic and artistically, I’m
very eclectic,” he stated.
All of Castillo’s past releases and
futue music can be streamed on

Spotify and other music platforms.
In an Instagram post, he describes that his first single reached
over 10,000 listens on Spotify, a major feat and not his last one.
He credits Daniel Dumile,
known better as MF DOOM, for
musical inspiration, and thanks his
friend Stefano Castro for making it
all possible.
“Picturing the final form of myself and where I am now and getting there, I’d say I’m well on my
way,” Castillo said.

Lumineers reveal pain of addiction on new album and joint film
AYSE KELCE

BUSINESS EDITOR
Indie folk band, The Lumineers,
released its third studio album,
III, along with III – The Short Film,
which contributed to the storyline
and theme of the album visually
and emotionally.
The film had its premiere at the
Toronto International Film Festival on Sept. 8. There was a special
screening of the short movie at Pier
17 in downtown Manhattan on
Sept. 12, followed by a Q&A session
and a live acoustic performance by
the band.
Band members Wesley Schultz
and Jeremiah Fraites answered
fan's questions about III and
shared their personal connections
with the themes of addiction and
pain.
Schultz explained that he has a
relative who had been struggling
with alcoholism, and she ended up
living on the streets.
Fraites also revealed to the audience that his brother passed away
years ago because of drug overdose.
The album consists of 10 songs
and three bonus tracks formed
around a storyline of lives being
ruined due to alcoholism and drug
abuse. The album tells the stories
of three generations of the fictional
Sparks family: Gloria, Junior and
Jimmy.
The most powerful songs in the
album are the first three tracks:
“Donna,” “Life in the City” and
“Gloria.”
The first song “Donna” is a
slow, piano-heavy piece that gives
background information about the
character Gloria.
Donna is Gloria’s mother, and
she did not have a strong connection to her daughter while she was
alive. The chorus says, “You hate
the name Donna,” first, and then

goes, “You hate the name Junior.”
This shows the lack of love Gloria
felt towards her mother and grandson.
It can be assumed that Donna
was not very loving towards Gloria
as the song goes, “If you don’t have
it/then you'll never give it/And I
don't blame you for the way you
living."
The part that says, “The little boy
was born in February/You couldn't
sober up to hold a baby,” starts to
give signals of Gloria’s addiction
and how it affected her relationship
with her son.
“Life in the City” portrays the
loneliness of the city while creating
a conflict seen in the short film as a
result of the “low life,” Gloria is living with her addiction and the repercussions from it.
The song focuses more on the
loneliness part of the story, stating,
“And if you leave, don't leave me all
alone/ ‘Cause I'll be scared, I'll be
naked, I'll get cold.”
However, the film focuses more
on Gloria’s addiction and how she
is creating a huge conflict with her
significant other while trying to
deal with her various mental problems.
There is a possible attribution to
the band’s previous album Cleopatra in “Life in the City” as well,
when lead singer Schultz sings,
“And I miss my dad and Cleopatra
sitting on a phone.”
“Gloria” is more fast-paced and
almost upbeat compared to other
tracks in III. It solely explains Gloria’s addiction and her life falling
apart.
The song follows a quick and
steady pattern, saying “Gloria, I
smell it on your breath/Gloria,
booze and peppermint/Gloria,
no one said enough is enough/
Gloria, they found you on the
floor/Gloria, my hand was tied to
yours/And, Gloria, did you finally

SACHYN MITAL | WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Colorado-native The Lumineers cites Bob Dylan, Talking Heads and Leonard Cohen as influences on their folk sound.
see that enough is enough?”
The pace and repetition make
the song stand out in the album,
identifying Gloria as the main character who started a chain reaction
through a life riddle with addiction,
which will then pass on to her son
and grandson.
“It Wasn’t Easy to Be Happy for
You” portrays Gloria’s grandson
Junior’s heartbreak, with a lighter
tone provided by an acoustic guitar.
The next two songs, “Leader of
The Landslide” and “Left for Denver,” continue his story, showing
the dynamics between Junior and
his problematic father Jimmy.
“My Cell” starts the story of Gloria’s son Jimmy. As the rest of the

songs — “Jimmy Sparks,” “April”
and “Salt and the Sea” — play, it is
clear that the last part of the album
is heavily melancholic and portrays
Jimmy as a wounded, lost man.
Each songs' carefully tailored lyrics tell the listeners about the heavy
struggles of Jimmy as a person and
a father.
III has an intimate narrative,
featuring band members’ personal tragic experiences and the
specific setting of New York City.
Schultz said that he lived in Brooklyn during the Q&A at Pier 17, and
the Myrtle Broadway subway station is mentioned on “Life in the
City.”
Schultz also told a story about

how he used to drive to New Jersey
to play music after Fraites moved
there.
As the song “Donna” goes,
“We drove from New Jersey/The
trucks always made you worry,”
The Lumineers seem to have put a
great deal of personal details and
experiences into this album.
III – The Short Film helps the
songs come alive. It accelerates the
emotions and the stories between
the songs with powerful visual elements.
Its sonic quality, accompanied
by the cinematographic experience
make III stand out not only as an
album, but a storytelling masterpiece.
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Charli marries past and future of pop music with unique sound
SVEN LARSEN

ARTS & STYLE EDITOR
As the reign of pop music seems
to be waning on the tops of music
charts, singer Charli XCX has remained hyper-focused on defending the genre.
With the release of her new album, Charli, the artist provides
listeners a successful and whiteknuckled attempt to prove that pop
still has some life in it.
After months of snippet reveals
on Instagram, a leaked and then
scrapped original record called
XCX World and a copious number
of singles, Charli was released on
Sept. 13 as the English singer's third
studio album.
Despite this being her first studio album since 2014, Charli XCX
has not let pop become hushed by
slowing tempos and whispering vocals without a fight.
The award-winning songstress
has been busy outside of the typical progression pop singers are expected to follow.
In 2017, Charli XCX released
two mixtapes, Number 1 Angel and
Pop 2, chalked full of quirky collaborations with production from record label PC Music powerhouses
like SOPHIE and A.G. Cook.
The high-pitched, blown-up
and abrasive electronic quality of
PC Music, paired with its futuristic
and caffeinated aesthetic, can be
too much for many casual listeners,
but Charli XCX, who mastered the
pop genre, knows how to balance
all this out with the sticky choruses and unfeigned emotion she's
played with on past releases.
It's this genetic engineering of
pop's DNA, taking the successes
from its past and splicing them
with emerging genres and vanguard styles, that creates the 15 pop
mutations on Charli.

These tracks fully encompass
the already expansive career Charli
XCX has had, ranging from her
most party-devotee anthems to
vulnerable pennings.
Charli XCX curates a blend of
these two types, often providing
calm distinctions to the blustering
clatter of her more PC Music-orientated tracks, sometimes all in the
same song.
Directly after the mechanic and
metallic thrashing at the end of the
song "Click," Charli relaxes into
"Warm," a muted dancehall tease
of a track that features the smoothing harmonies from HAIM.
This abrasive sound on “Click”
isn’t rare for Charli XCX or PC Music, but the bratty verses from Kim
Petras and the English singer drive
the piercing production with an
equal amount of punch that makes
it stick out, even on such a sonically
focused record like Charli.
Known outside of music for
throwing must-go-to parties, Charli
XCX is Charli’s ideal host, assembling a VIP guest list of featured artists that helped make past releases
like Pop 2 fan favorites.
Again, mixing mainstream pop
with styles boiling right under music's surface, Charli XCX invites
everyone, from emerging pop pros
like Petras and Troye Sivan to undefinable rappers like CupcakKe
and Tommy Cash to indie talent
like Clairo and Sky Ferreira.
Charli XCX provides ample
room for other artists to shine,
sometimes causing her to reduce
her own exposure, such as on
“Shake It,” in which she becomes
a transition sample among the
track’s four guests.
Between CupcakKe’s ASMResque bars and the slushing distortion on Charli XCX’s vocals, “Shake
It” plays around with setup and
style more than most pop songs

MARCUS COOPER | ATLANTIC RECORDS PRESS

Charli boosts 13 featured artists over 15 tracks. "Nobody could do what they do, and I enjoy that, "Charli XCX tells Vanity Fair.
featuring rap features do.
The partying and dancing don’t
stop Charli XCX from crying in the
club on Charli. She trades sorrowful pleas with Clairo on “February
2017,” one of Charli’s greatest examples of using dramatic production to exemplify the emotion behind the music.
Charli XCX resurrects the saccharine and simple ballads from
mid-2000s pop on "Official," where
she expresses love at it barest with
lyrics such as "no chocolate and no
bouquet" and only needing "the
way that you kissed me."

How to stay warm and on trend this
winter with prints, boots and hoops

LILY RANSOM
Fall is here and winter is just
around the corner. Am I prepared?
Sort of. Are you?
If you’re not, here’s a little trend
guide that will hopefully make
your fall shopping less intimidating.
First stop, prints. Snakeskin is
still very much a trend, along with
other animal prints.
That’s not to say you should
deck yourself out from head-totoe in animal prints, but a pair of
leopard-print shoes, a snakeskinpatterned denim jacket, or a leopard-print skirt is totally acceptable.
Moderation is key in all trends,
however.
Next stop, shoes. Mules are still
extremely popular if you are going
for that chic, slightly more professional look. I recently got myself a
pair and I love them.
I will admit I am a little late
to the trend because I spent all of
last year searching for the perfect
pair and never found them, but I
finally did this month and they’re
amazing. I got a pair in beige suede
because I know they’ll go with anything.
Ankle boots are also hugely
popular. Whether you opt for a
heeled or flat pair, they go great
with mom jeans, skirts — short
and midi — or a nice tailored suit.

The fun thing about ankle boots
is that I often like to make them my
statement shoe.
You can have so much fun with
them; there are so many patterns,
materials, styles and colors out
there.
You can really go crazy with
them and they’ll still look good,
especially if the rest of your outfit
is neutral. I have so many pairs;
honestly, I might have a bit of a
problem.
We’ve all seen the chunky,
white Fila sneakers. They’re all
over. I have a pair and to be honest,
they go with everything.
The sneakers make any outfit
look more stylish, and some may
call them butt-ugly, but I will tell
you that they’re so comfortable. If
I could, I would wear them every
day.
Another trend is athleisure,
which is a trend that I love. This
trend takes comfortable athleticwear and gives it a stylish flare that
looks great.
It allows me to be comfortable
while still looking amazing and on
trend. There are hundreds of super
cool sneakers out there now that
are popular, ranging from Fila to
Louis Vuitton.
Now is also the perfect time to
experiment with jackets. For the
athleisure types, oversized puffer
jackets are the way to go.
For the more professional type
of look, very long coats like a peacoat or trench coat will be your
jacket this season.
You will see me in both, since I
like to go back and forth between
casual and more formal.
Windbreaker jackets are also
another win. They’re thin enough
to wear now when it’s not too
cold out, but they still provide

some protection against the
early morning chill.
And who doesn’t love leggings?
All you need to do is pair your favorite leggings with a crop top or
oversized t-shirt, throw on some
cool chunky sneakers, put on some
gold chains and hoops and you’re
good to go.
That brings me to my next
trend, which is jewelry.
Layering chunky gold chains
has become very popular and I do
it all the time. It’s perfect for making any lazy outfit look more put
together.
It’s a way of looking like you put
effort into your look, even if you
haven’t. Gold hoops can be found
all over Instagram and the streets
of New York, ranging from being
on the smaller side to extremely
oversized.
If you have more than one
piercing in your ear, layering different sized gold hoops will look
amazing.
I also like to wear a tiny hoop in
my first piercing and another tiny
one in my second.
Never be afraid to change up
your style! Don’t think that you
need to stick to the same style every day.
I wear something completely
different often and I love it because it allows me to express all
sides of my fashion personality.
These clothes don’t have to be
expensive either, so never feel like
you have to shell out hundreds
of dollars on new shoes and new
coats.
All stores carry these trends, so
look for what fits in your budget.
Always beware of spending too
much on trendy items because
they might go out of style within
the next year.

The verses' melody harks to an
earlier Paramore or even Taylor
Swift sound, but the chorus' fluttering and swirling production
reminds everyone that this is still
Charli XCX people are listening to.
Charli XCX's own love for nostalgia and pop's heyday run rampant on Charli, made obvious by
“1999” featuring Sivan.
This praise for the past defines what Charli is; despite being
dubbed as the pop music of the
future by publications like Pitchfork, Charli XCX does her best work
when reflecting on the past — both

her own and pop music’s — with
the use of modern-day styles.
It’s not until the last track, “2099”
featuring Sivan again, where Charli
XCX’s time-traveling ends, tying
Charli off with a glimpse to what
the future may bring for music.
It is unknown what pop will be
like in 2099, but Charli XCX proves
it still has room to evolve
Charli sees Charli XCX not returning to form, but instead refusing to conform to current trends
while respecting the genre's legacy
and becoming one of the genre's
leading figures today.
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2019 MLB Awards Race:
MVP, CY Young and Rookie of the Year remain up for grabs

ARTURO PARDAVILA | WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

As the regular season comes to a finish, numerous frontrunners and dark horses have emerged in both the American and National Leagues for the major MLB awards, including MVP, CY Young and Rookie of the Year.
BY ETHAN BHERWANI

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Heading into the home stretch
of the 2019 Major League Baseball
season, it is the right time to start
thinking about projections for the
individual major award winners:
Rookie of the Year, Most Valuable
Player, CY Young and Manager of
the Year.
In the National League, things
have gotten a lot more interesting
in the second half of the season.
In the opening half, the run-away
candidates were outfielder Christian Yelich and outfielder or first
baseman Cody Bellinger.
Bellinger was batting over .400
well into May, and finished his first
half with 27 home runs and 67 runs
batted in. Yelich, on the other hand
was batting .330, with 30 home
runs. Yelich also takes advantage of
his speed, stealing 18 bases in the
first half of the season.
Not shockingly, both superstars
continued their legendary pace. As
of Sept. 20, he has 45 home runs,
110 RBIs, a batting average of .305,
on-base-percentage of .407 and an
OPS of 1.033. Before suffering a regular season ending injury, Yelich
hit 44 home runs, had an OPS of
1.100 and had an on-base-percentage of .383.
However, there are definite legitimate dark-horse candidates in
the National League for MVP.
Anthony Rendon has been the
hottest hitter in the league since the
end of the All-Star break. As a result, he now leads the NL in batting
average, and runs batted in, while
being second in runs with 112. He
is third in slugging percentage, behind Bellinger and Yelich.

Another dark-horse candidate is
outfielder Ketel Marte of the Arizona Diamondbacks. Marte, does not
fit the traditional model of MVP,
as before the 2019 season he was
a contact-first type hitter. Marte is
also very versatile in the field, having started multiple games in the
outfield and the infield.
First baseman Freddie Freeman
continues to develop at the age of
30. This year, Freeman has already
set career-highs in home runs with
38 and 117 RBIs. Defensively, Freeman has a fielding percentage of
.996, a true microcosm of his defensive ability.
For the CY Young race, despite
a masterful first half by Los Angeles Dodgers starter Hyun-Jun Ryu,
for the second consecutive season, it will come down to the wire
between New York Mets’ ace Jacob
DeGrom and Washington National’s ace Max Scherzer.
After a rough start to the season, DeGrom has carried a sub 2.00
earned run average since the AllStar break. As of Sept. 18, DeGrom
leads all Major League starters with
17 starts of at least seven innings
pitched.
Over DeGrom’s last 61 starts,
he carries a robust 2.16 ERA. DeGrom’s slider stands out from the
rest – sitting at an average velocity of 92.5 mph. Compared to last
season, DeGrom has increased
his slider usage — 32.5% in 2019
— while also increasing his swingand-miss rate — 39.4% in 2019.
Also, DeGrom’s durability separates him from Scherzer and Ryu,
who both were plagued by injuries
this season.
Scherzer has arguably been just
as dominant. ontrasted to DeGrom,

who has tallied only 19 wins in his
last 61 starts, the Washington Nationals have won 11 of Scherzer’s
last 15 starts.
There are many dark-horse candidates for the National League CY
Young, but all of them tail DeGrom
and Scherzer.
Rookie Mike Soroka of the Atlanta Braves tallied an ERA of 2.41
in his first 23 career starts. At the
young age of 22, Soroka has walked
39 batters, while striking out 130, a
true testament to his ability to control his pitches.
Soroka has survived and thrived
off his sinker — 92 mph-slider
83 mph — combination. Soroka
has been able to generate a lot of
groundballs with his sinker, due to
his lanky frame.
In the American League, fivetool centerfielder Mike Trout looks
to add another MVP award to an
already impeccable resume. Leading the American League with 45
home runs and slugging percentage — .645 — at the time of his season-ending injury, Trout had only
played in 134 games.
Houston Astros second baseman, Alex Bregman, lags behind
Trout in OBP, OPS and stolen bases.
For the American League CY
Young award, starting pitcher Justin Verlander has carried himself
through another dominant season.
Verlander, who started his
career as a flamethrower, has
changed his archetype as he has
aged, something several pitchers
have struggled to do. Verlander
leads Major League Baseball in
walks and hits per inning pitched,
at .782, meaning that hitters have
an extremely difficult time getting
on base against him. Interestingly

enough, Verlander has held his opponents to an OPS of .571.
For reference, Orioles “slugger”
Chris Davis, who hit 51 home runs
six seasons ago, holds a putrid OPS
of .570. Verlander continues his
battle for his second CY Young as
the season closes.
The dark-horse candidate for
American League CY Young is Verlander’s teammate, Gerrit Cole.
Cole has been a strikeout artist all year, taking advantage of his
ability to throw 100 mph. This directly sets up his breaking pitchers — slider, cutter and curveball.
Since May, Cole has carried a robust ERA of 1.97, while striking
out 181 batters in 118.6 innings
pitched.
Cole leads the MLB with 17
games with 10 or more strikeouts
and, not surprisingly, leads the
MLB in strikeouts by a wide margin. He will most likely finish in
the top two in ERA and WAR. In his
contract year, Cole will look to receive a mid to long term deal, with
a value comparable to that of Verlander or National League counterpart Clayton Kershaw.
The National League Rookie of
the Year award will undoubtedly go
to either Mets first baseman Peter
Alonso or San Diego Padres’ shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr.
It seems silly, but it was unsure
as to whether Alonso would even
make the Mets’ opening day roster.
Since then, Alonso has racked up
an impressive, league-leading 49
home runs, shattering Cody Bellinger’s rookie record of 39. Alonso
has also hit 79 extra base hits, another rookie record.
Tatis is looking to finish his
rookie year with an average over

.300, over 30 home runs and over
20 stolen bases.
Overall, Tatis is probably the
better baseball player, but Alonso’s
strength and ability to square-up
the baseball — average exit velocity
of 90.5 mph and hard-hit percentage of 41.5 — demonstrate an elite
ability to hit that has been unprecedented to this point.
In the American League, the
runaway choice is Tampa Bay Rays
second baseman Brandon Lowe.
As of Sept. 18, Lowe leads American League rookies in doubles and
runs batted in.
Lowe has also demonstrated
an ability to come through in the
clutch, as nine of his 15 home runs
have either tied a game or given the
Rays the lead.
His competition was believed to
be Vladimir Guerrero Jr. who has
massively fallen short of expectations this year, but Lowe has faced
no real competitors this season.
In the National League, the
Manager of the Year Award is very
tight. Nationals manager Davey
Martinez turned his team around
after a dreadful 19-31 start to the
season. The Nationals are also
slowly piecing together what was a
dreadful bullpen, sporting an ERA
of 4.50 after May.
His competition is Braves manager Brian Snitker, who is leading a
roster mixed with youth and veterans to a National League East title.
For American League Manager
of the Year, the leading candidate
is Rocco Baldelli of the Minnesota
Twins. Baldelli is leading a Twins
team that is on pace to win over
100 games, and has already set the
record for the most home runs by a
single franchise in a single season.
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Disappointing FIBA finish raises doubts for Team USA future
BY ISAIAH HINTON

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

When one hears the title “Team
USA Basketball,” exceptionalism
comes to the forefront almost immediately, especially images of the
“Dream Team” absolutely dominating the world in the 1992 and
1996 Summer Olympics.
Michael Jordan, Larry Bird,
Magic Johnson, Patrick Ewing and
many more legends of the game
took the court at the same time
wearing the jersey of their country.
Later, the “Redeem Team” of
2008, played with a mission after
being denied their shot at the gold
medal in the previous 2004 Olympics in Athens, with LeBron James,
Chris Bosh, Dwyane Wade and
Carmelo Anthony trouncing all
who stood in their path to gold.
These two teams, as well as most
of the teams with “Team USA” on
their chest, both had star power,
lots of it to be exact.
This year at the 2019 FIBA World
Cup, there was a conspicuous lack
of star talent on the USA roster, and
it cost them.
Only finishing seventh is a
shocking statement for a team that
is so used to winning, almost too
used to it. Therefore, as Spain receives gold medals for their domination of Argentina, it could mean
that the world has officially caught
up to Team USA.
The future of many “American”
sports, especially basketball, lies
globally. Basketball has now become an international game, and
the way that talent develops abroad
is different than in the United
States. Players are exposed to professional basketball at an early age.
For example, Slovenian wunder-

kind Luka Doncic joined the basketball academy at Real Madrid at
13, making his pro debut at 16. The
“Greek Freak,” Giannis Antetokounmpo, debuted professionally
at 17.
At these ages, American players
are simply not exposed to that level
of professional basketball. There
was star power all over these World
Cup rosters.
France, the team that beat the
United States in the quarterfinals,
were led by the reigning NBA Defensive Player of the Year and double-double machine Rudy Gobert,
as well as former first-round pick
Frank Ntilikina. Evan Fournier and
Nicolas Batum also provided Team
France with shooting on the wings.
Serbia, who also defeated the
United States, were led by “The
Joker,” Nikola Jokic, man-mountain
Boban Marjanovic and the leading
scorer of the tournament, Bogdan
Bogdanovic. Every single team in
the National Basketball Association
has at least one international player
on their roster, and the total number exceeds 100.
Some of the biggest stars in the
game are international. Joel Embiid, Ben Simmons, Antetokounmpo,
Marc Gasol and Kristaps Porzingis
all take headlines in America. However, the vast majority of NBA stars
are American-born and bred, and
not on the Team USA roster.
This World Cup roster was weak.
The number of career All-Star appearances present on the roster
was the lowest since 1998, when
NBA players did not participate.
They only had two reigning AllStars in Kemba Walker and Khris
Middleton, and Walker is the only
player to be named to an All-NBA
team.
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After finishing seventh in the FIBA World Cup, many are wondering if NBA stars no longer have motivation to play for Team USA.
The roster was comprised of
role players on average NBA teams
such as the Nets and the Celtics.
Although it is a significant achievement to play for Team USA, players such as the defending ThreePoint Contest winner Joe Harris,
flop-master extraordinaire Marcus
Smart and bench player Mason
Plumlee have absolutely no business putting on the jersey of the
Red, White, and Blue in a competitive tournament.
Walker led the team with 14
points per game, and their top big
man, Myles Turner, only averaged
seven rebounds. Paltry numbers
aside, the most damning statement
that could be made about this team
is that they never looked like they
were going to win the World Cup.
For a country that wins international tournaments before stepping
on the court with an aura of invin-

cibility, this tournament was an exhibition in how the mighty can fall.
If there is anything that the roster
highlighted, it is that playing international basketball is a choice, and
many NBA stars chose to rest.
James Harden, Anthony Davis,
Damian Lillard, LeBron James and
Stephen Curry decided to withdraw from the World Cup to focus
on resting for the upcoming NBA
season.
In addition, they all have contracts that have an average annual
value of over $20 million. All these
players are the figureheads of their
respective franchises, the scoring
load falling heavily on their shoulders.
Over an 82-game regular season and a postseason in which the
pressure to score and lead their
teams is increased exponentially,
the need for rest becomes clear.

International breaks limit the time
that players could rest. In addition,
the NBA pays more than Team USA
to play.
The bottom line is that there
is a greater financial and physical
benefit to resting for the NBA season, not playing in an international
tournament.
Team USA should not be worried, as this year, the world caught
up and superseded the worst Team
USA in recent memory.
If Team USA had two or three of
the superstar talents that withdrew
from the roster due to rest, then
American basketball fans would be
singing the praises of the nation’s
hardwood exceptionalism.
The reality of the situation is
that Team USA needs to incentivize playing for the national team,
otherwise the Stars and Stripes will
lose their basketball aura.

Quarterback injuries and surprise contenders highlight Week 2
BY KYLE MCKEE

STAFF WRITER

Week 2 of the NFL season saw
several major storylines, none bigger than two superstar quarterbacks suffering severe long-term
injuries.
Future Hall of Famer Ben Roethlisberger is set to undergo surgery
on his right elbow and will miss the
rest of the 2019 season, according
to Pittsburgh Steelers head coach
Mike Tomlin.
Another future Hall of Famer,
Drew Brees is set to undergo thumb
surgery after being hit by Los Angeles Rams defensive tackle Aaron
Donald, which could sideline the
New Orleans Saints quarterback for
about six weeks.
The NFL loses two of its main
attractions in Brees and Roethlisberger, and the Saints and Steelers
go from Super Bowl contenders to
likely missing the playoffs really
quickly.
The Saints cannot catch a break,
especially in the last three years,
from the “Miracle in Minneapolis”
two years ago, to last year's pass interference no-call, and now losing
their franchise quarterback so early
in the season.
However, the Saints do have a
solid back-up quarterback in Teddy
Bridgewater, who made the Pro
Bowl back in 2015 with the Minnesota Vikings. Nonetheless, losing
Brees for six weeks may ruin the
Saints’ season.
The Saints play in Seattle, home
against Dallas and Tampa Bay, on
the road at Jacksonville, at Chicago,
and home against Arizona in the six
weeks that Brees will miss.
If the Saints lose four or five of
those six games, even an all-time
great in Brees may not be able to
dig the Saints out of that hole, especially if he comes back not fully
healthy, or just not himself.

On the flip side, if the Saints can
go at least .500 in those six games,
that would put them with a record
of at minimum 4-4 heading into
their Week 9 bye week.
Brees would then come back
fully healthy, and the second half
of the Saints schedule looks to be
a lot easier than the first half, so
Brees could come back and lead
the Saints back into Super Bowl
contention.
After coming into the season as
the AFC North favorites, and a lot to
prove, the Steelers find themselves
at 0-2 and without their starting
quarterback for the rest of the season.
The Steelers’ Super Bowl aspirations are long gone, and they will
probably miss the playoffs.
They got absolutely blown out by
the New England Patriots in Week 1
and blew their home opener to the
Seattle Seahawks in Week 2.
Even with Big Ben, the Steelers’
offense has looked atrocious.
Juju Smith-Schuster has struggled so far this season, learning
what life is like as the number one
wide-receiver, no longer the number two.
Pittsburgh other receivers —
Donte Moncrief, James Washington and Ryan Switzer — have all
struggled more than Smith-Schuster.
After a monster season last year,
through two games this year, running back James Conner has only
54 rushing yards.
The Steelers’ defense has looked
just as bad as their offense, giving
up 33 points to the Patriots and 28
to the Seahawks.
This all occurred with Big Ben as
quarterback.
On top of all of that, the Steelers
have a tough schedule and play in
one of the best divisions in football.
A rough season is ahead for
Steelers fans, which might lead to
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Week 2 of the NFL season saw superstar quarterbacks suffer long-term injuries and and unlikely teams becoming contenders.
Tomlin being on the coaching hot
seat. Despite all of that, the season
has just begun, so no team can get
written off yet.
Football is a very weird sport
and weird things happen every
week. Backup quarterback Mason
Rudolph might step up and lead
the Steelers to the playoffs.
Weirder things have happened,
like some guy named Tom Brady
being a sixth-round pick and becoming arguably the best football
player of all time.
Two other headlines came out
of week two on a more positive
note. The San Francisco 49ers and
Buffalo Bills are 2-0.
These two teams came into the
season with very similar questions
surrounding their young quarterbacks and their offensive ability.

On the other side of the football,
there were no questions, as both
the 49ers and Bills have played solid defense thus far.
The 49ers and Bills both looked
shaky in their week one wins, but
came out stronger in their week
two wins.
Both teams’ two wins occurred
on the road and were against some
of the weaker teams in the NFL.
The 49ers beat the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers and the Cincinnati
Bengals, whereas the Bills beat the
New York Jets and New York Giants.
With all the questions surrounding both teams, young quarterbacks Jimmy Garoppolo and
Josh Allen have performed well.
It is remained to be seen if both
teams and starting quarterbacks
can keep this up, but the 49ers and

Bills could end up being sneaky
playoff contenders.
Last but not least, the Patriots
look like they might go undefeated. Through the first two weeks of
the season, the Patriots have outscored their opponents 76-3.
The Pats have the easiest schedule in the NFL and play in the easiest division in the NFL. The addition of Antonio Brown makes the
Patriots unstoppable.
Even if Brown’s time with the
team doesn’t work out and the Patriots have to cut him, it does not
make that much of a difference.
The Patriots would still be the favorite to win the Super Bowl.
If the Patriots go undefeated this
season, or even claim the top seed
in the AFC, Tom Brady will likely
win his fourth MVP.
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As the Major League Baseball regular season approaches its conclusion, teams like the Braves have the complete roster to make a strong playoff push, while the Indians lack the hitting to balance their stellar pitching.

Contenders and Pretenders: Braves lead strong playoff push
BY ISAIAH HINTON

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The last few weeks of the Major
League Baseball season are the last
chance for some teams to scratch
and crawl their way to the promised
land of the postseason. For some,
the remainder of the regular season
represent opportunities to polish
their resumes as they audition for
the role of World Series favorite.
However, the unfortunate reality for most teams is that September
is a death march, where the hopes
and dreams of October glory are
buried under a mountain of poor
play and unlucky breaks. This is
definitely the time to separate the
contenders and the pretenders.
Contenders:
The
Atlanta
Braves
There is a changing of the guard
over in Atlanta. Where once pitching aces such as Tom Glavine, Greg
Maddux and John Smoltz instilled
fear into the hearts of opponents
throughout the National League,
now the bats are leading the charge.
The defending NL East champions are injecting fun back into
SunTrust Park, led by the resurgent
years of Freddie Freeman and Josh
Donaldson, as well as the youthful
talent of Ozzie Albies and Ronald
Acuna Jr.
Much of that number is due to
the career year of the career Brave
— Freddie Freeman. Freeman is
batting .302 with 38 home runs and
117 runs batted in, the latter being
good for the second-most in the
game.
From one corner of the infield
to the other, offensive value is not
in short-supply, as Josh Donaldson’s .391 wOBA is in the top 25

in the game today.
Donaldson has generated the
majority of the 3.2 WAA from the
Atlanta hot corner, showcasing incredible patience with 96 walks,
and savagery when he hits as his
51% hard hit percentage is in the
top 10 in the league.
Moving from third base to second, Albies has shown progression
in his second full season, batting
a respectable .293 with a .352 onbase percentage. Atlanta has generated 2.3 WAA from the second base
position, good for second-best in
the MLB, and Albies is the catalyst.
Last but certainly not least, the
figurehead of the new-look Braves,
Acuna Jr. has the chance to become
only the fifth player in baseball history to join the 40/40 club. Having
40 home runs and 40 stolen bases is
a testament to generational talent,
the rarity of the balance and abundance of power and speed.
The bats of the Braves have
guaranteed a second consecutive
playoff appearance, and with previous postseason experience under
their belt, Atlanta can take the next
step and win a playoff series. While
that is uncertain, what is certain is
their status as a contender for the
National League crown.
Contender: The Washington
Nationals
Back in March, former franchise
figurehead Bryce Harper signed for
the Philadelphia Phillies, leaving
the Nationals without much hope
of qualifying for October baseball.
The Nationals were destined for
mediocrity at the beginning of the
season.
All the Nats have done since
then is entrench themselves firmly
in the first NL wild card position,

making fools of all in their wake.
The Nationals have accomplished
this feat, mainly with pitching, as
they have that in abundance.
Their starting pitching has
generated 14 wins above average,
head-and-shoulders above the rest
of baseball. Leading the rotation is
the three-headed monster of Stephen Strasburg, Patrick Corbin and
Max Scherzer.
All three pitchers have generated over 200 strikeouts and doubledigit wins.
However, the best pitcher has
been Scherzer, as his FIP average
is the best in the game at 2.30. His
strikeouts per nine inning ratio
is the second highest in baseball,
generating 12.5 per nine.
Unlike his two counterparts,
Scherzer utilizes his fastball with
great efficiency, limiting batters
to a .217 average against his fourseamer.
While the pitching has gotten
the headlines down in D.C., the
emergence of Anthony Rendon
and Juan Soto as premier hitters
has had an influence in the Nats’
quest for postseason play.
It is hard to underestimate the
contributions of Rendon and Soto
to the Nationals. The D.C. club has
generated 4.2 WAA from the third
base position and 3.3 WAA from the
left field position, both the best in
baseball at the respective position.
Rendon has made the hot corner his own, and his offensive statistics are awe-inspiring. Generating a .428 wOBA, fourth-best in
the MLB, Rendon has hit for a .331
average, good for second-best in
baseball, with 33 home runs and a
league-leading 118 runs batted in,
along with a .414 on-base percent-

age and .625 slugging percentage.
While Rendon’s emergence has
been remarkable, 21-year-old left
fielder Soto has been a revelation
for the Nationals. Generating a
.411 wOBA, Soto has clobbered 34
home runs and driven in 105 runs
while hitting .295. However, his
most impressive stat is his 92 walks,
indicative of his newly-acquired
patience at the plate.
The Nationals have the pieces
to call themselves a contender, but
only time will tell if they can live up
to their billing.
Pretender: The Cleveland Indians
On the surface, it is not fair to
call the Indians a “pretender.” Their
pitching is some of the best in baseball, as their combined earned run
average of 3.69 is the third-lowest
in baseball.
The Tribe’s bullpen ERA is
among the best in the game, with
reliever Brad Hand establishing his
role as the closer, earning 34 saves
and striking out 81 batters.
Other relievers providing support include Tyler Clippard, who
has come in his own as a member
of the Tribe, and Nick Wittgren,
who has generated a relatively low
2.68 ERA as well as a three-to-one
strikeout to walk ratio.
However, their starting pitching
has been impressive, with Shane
Bieber and Mike Clevinger leading
the pack. Bieber has become the
de facto ace of the staff, earning 14
wins as well as notching 241 strikeouts in over 200 innings of work.
The first-time All-Star also has a
low 3.17 earned run average, a revelation for the Indians in desperate need of an ace as Corey Kluber
went down with a forearm injury

in the beginning of the season and
Trevor Bauer was traded to Cincinnati. Also stepping up in the “ace”
role has been Clevinger, whose
runs allowed per nine innings has
decreased from 3.2 last year to 2.68
this year. The Indians’ pitching is
good, but the Tribe’s problem is
their lack of hitting.
Cleveland’s hitting is around
the league average, led by a renaissance year from Carlos Santana.
Returning to the city that launched
him to stardom, Santana has a .282
batting average to his name, as well
as a .400 on base percentage. His 34
home runs and 88 runs batted in
have led the Tribe to the postseason conversation.
However, the one name that
shines above all others is second
baseman Francisco Lindor. Lindor’s offensive production has decreased from the previous year, as
his on base percentage, as well as
his home run and runs batted in
total, has dipped.
Lindor was injured for parts of
this season, but there was no one
to step up in his absence. Star slugger Jose Ramirez also went down
with injury, and mid-season acquisitions Yasiel Puig and Franmil
Reyes have struggled to acclimate,
only registering nine home runs
between them.
Cleveland has a good team, but
when the team above them in the
AL Central, the Minnesota Twins,
is breaking home run records and
destroying baseballs, it is hard to
catch up.
The little things throughout the
Indians’ season, such as an injury
here, a trade there, mediocre hitting stretches, will ultimately prove
fatal to the Tribe’s campaign.
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Yankees' roster finally healthy just in time for the postseason
BY MATTEO FLAMIO

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Major League Baseball playoffs
are less than two weeks away and
the New York Yankees are continuing their dominance of baseball
down the stretch of the season.
Although this is the end of the
regular season, this might very well
be the best time for the team.
The Yankees have once again
won 100 games, making this the
first time they have done that in
back-to-back seasons since 2002 to
2004, and have clinched the American League East for the first time
since 2012.
They have finally dethroned the
Boston Red Sox from the top of the
division after their reign at the top
for the past three years, including
their 2018 World Series win.
This time of the 2019 season has
been the best for the Yankees because they are finally able to welcome back some very familiar faces
from the injured list.
This season has been cluttered
with injuries up and down their
lineup, starting rotation and bullpen.
The return of Dellin Betances
was short-lived. As soon as he came
off the IL, he was put right back on
it with a season-ending tear to his
left Achilles.
Betances made his return on
Sept. 15, where he threw just twothirds of an inning and struck out
both batters he faced.
He looked like his dominant self
with his fastball sitting in the mid90s and his filthy wipeout curveball.
Betances mistakenly thought
the second out of the inning was the
third and after the strikeout did his

signature little hop off the mound
towards the dugout. Although videos do not show it and there was
no reaction from Betances himself,
this is believed to be where the tear
happened. Manager Aaron Boone
still took him out of the game, and
nothing was known until after their
game on Sept. 17, when Boone
broke the news on Betances.
The bullpen has been the Yankees strongest piece on the season,
and they are undefeated when their
four horsemen — Adam Ottavino,
Tommy Kahnle, Zack Britton and
Aroldis Chapman — pitch in the
game.
Their rotation has seen two additions in the past weeks. In Toronto, they added Jordan Montgomery
after he missed the past year and a
half recovering from Tommy John
surgery. Montgomery came out of
the bullpen in his first appearance
and threw just two innings of work.
He recorded two strikeouts but did
give up three runs with a home run.
The long relief role is what is expected for Montgomery going into
the playoffs, if he makes the playoff
roster. It might be difficult for him
to make a case to make the roster
because of the small amount of
time he has left in the season.
To go with Montgomery, the
Yankees’ ace, Luis Severino, made
his return to the mound on Sept. 17
against the Los Angeles Angels.
Severino has missed most of
this season with a shoulder issue,
then suffered a mysterious injury to
his lat. In front of the home crowd
at Yankee Stadium, he threw four
stellar shutout innings, striking out
four batters while giving up two
walks and two hits.
There was nothing but positives
in his return, as he got his pitch

JAYWOOD UK | FLICKR

The Yankees have clinched the AL East in dominating fashion and have gotten their roster fully healthy for a postseason push.
count up to 67 and he had life on
his fastball, with it topping out at
98.8 mph.
This is what fans wanted and
needed to see after general manager Brian Cashman did not make a
move at the trade deadline. Paired
with the outstanding pitching of
late by James Paxton and the always playoff-trustworthy Masahiro
Tanaka, the front of the Yankees rotation might be more of a force than
competitors think.
To go with the returns of their
pitchers, Giancarlo Stanton finally
came back off the injured list, being
activated on Sept. 18. He has been
dealing with a strained ligament in

Women's tennis continues strong run
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The Bearcats won their second
straight match on Sept. 17 against
SUNY Purchase by a score of 7-2.
The Bearcats swept Purchase in
all of their doubles matches, while
winning four of six singles.
Hailey Feuer was voted the
CUNYAC Player of the Week, after
winning both of her singles matches, one in an impressive shutout
— 6-0 — and another in a lopsided exhibition — 6-1 —. Feuer
then paired with captain Lejla
Redzematovic to win their doubles
match 8-5.
The CUNYAC Rookie of the
Week, Regina Kelley, also won
both of her singles matches — 6-4,
6-0 — and teamed up with Victoria
Kisling to dominate their doubles
matchup, winning 8-1. The team
visits the Lehman College Lightning on Sept. 21, to open their CUNYAC Conference Tournament.
On Sept. 12, the Bearcats’ volleyball team beat the Pioneers of
William Patterson University. The
Bearcats lost a very poorly played
first set, losing 25-12. However,
they bounced back to win the second and third set. In the fourth set,
the Pioneers forced a tiebreaker,
winning 25-22.
In the decider, the Bearcats won
17-15 to improve to 4-1 on the season. Anita Sengara totaled 26 kills,
while Yijia Cai added in 13. Sanaa
Hadjeb improved on her impressive 31 assists, totaling 40 in the
matchup against the Pioneers. Six
different Bearcats had at least 11
digs during the match.
On Sept. 14, the Baruch women’s volleyball Bearcats recorded
a pair of wins against John Jay and
CCNY. Despite losing a tightly contested first set by a score of 25-22,
the Bearcats swept the next three
consecutive sets. The first, a convincing win 25-13, the second, a
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close 25-18 and the final, an impressive 25-10. Throughout both
matchups, captain Stella Chung
recorded 21 digs, and a seasonhigh 14 kills. Claudia Moi recorded a personal season-high 26
kills, the most of any Bearcat on
Saturday.
Outside hitter Sengara, standing at 5’11”, totaled a robust 34 kills
and 2 blocks, scoring 36 points on
the day. In the second matchup,
the Bearcats swept CCNY — 2515, 25-19, 25-15. The 6-1 Bearcats
then take on Manhattanville College at ARC Arena on Sept. 19.
On Sept. 11, the Baruch men’s
soccer Bearcats faced the SUNY
Farmingdale Rams on the road.
The matchup was hard fought by
both sides, and Adonis Martinez
took advantage of an early attack,

assisting midfielder Frank Iacovano in the second minute.
The matchup then went scoreless until Shaiem Allah Morad converted another chance created by
Martinez, putting away the Rams.
Interestingly enough, the Rams
outshot the Bearcats by a margin
of 14-7.
Goalkeeper Kellen Sela, was the
star of the match, totaling seven
saves and recording his first clean
sheet of the 2019 season.
On Sept. 14, the Bearcats
played New York University at
Manhattan College. After an NYU
freekick put the Violets up 1-0 in
the 11th minute, defender Michael
Grald scored off a corner, assisted
by Martinez. Despite an overtime
period, the match ended in a 1-1
draw.

his knee since July 25 and many believed Stanton, who has only played
in nine games this season, was not
going to return this season, but he
is back and back right in time.
In his first game back, Boone
said that he would start in left field
and bat fifth, but only play in four
or five innings due to him not playing in any rehab games.
As it seems the entire season,
when someone gets healthy, another gets hurt. The Yankees lost
both Gary Sanchez and Edwin
Encarnacion in Detroit in a series
against the Tigers. Edwin went
down with an oblique injury, while
Gary went down with the dreadful

groin injury that has been lingering
him the past two seasons.
There is optimism in a return
from Encarnacion but there is no
clarity on what will come about
with Sanchez. Luckily, in their absences, Luke Voit and Austin Romine have stepped up massively to
continue the lineup’s dominance.
The season is coming to an end
and postseason baseball is almost
here, and the Yankees still have one
more test as they fight for homefield advantage throughout the
playoffs. The have the firepower but
now is the most important time as
they have to put themselves above
the rest.
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DOUBLE TAKE

SUDOKU SOLUTION:

ISSUE #3

ADVICE FOR STUDENTS BY STUDENTS
DEAR DOUBLE TAKE:
I feel like I fall for people way too easily. If someone gives me even a sliver
of attention, I almost immediately want to date them. Is there something
wrong with me? How can I curb this?

T

here’s nothing wrong with you. It seems that your concern could be
a matter of self-confidence and image. I say this because when we
have to value ourselves before we set standards and expectations. I
recommend you take some time to work on your self-confidence and image and once you’re at a place of self love you should be less receptive of
any attention and be willing to accept specific attention. Once you are at
that place then take some time and think to yourself: what do you want?
What are you attracted to? Ask and answer those questions and make an
effort to not accept anything less than what you feel you want for yourself.
I can understand why you would be eager to date someone right away
but think about the person giving the attention. Consider if you’d really
want to engage with that person on a deep, constant level before diving
into a relationship.

RODNEY NGUESSAN

T

here have been many times when I have fallen for a person quickly
or read misinterpreted signs but I wouldn’t say you should try to
curb that sort of thing; it sets you apart and at some point you’ll
find someone who feels the same way because you’re definitely not
alone. When it comes to dating, the best thing to do is never change.
There’s no such thing as dating correctly or incorrectly; it's a learning experience and you have to go through heartbreaks so when one special
person comes along that you want to date, it’ll turn into a wonderful relationship. You definitely shouldn’t be scared to fall for someone because
you think It won’t work out, you just have to be optimistic and it’ll work
out sooner or later. There’s someone for everyone out there, you just have
to be patient.

JULIO HERNANDEZ

Submit a question to the Double Take team via Google Form on The Ticker's Facebook page, or email doubletake@
theticker.org.
Disclaimer: It is up to The Ticker's discretion whether or not to publish certain questions. Additionally, the use of this
column is strictly informational. The Ticker is not trying to replace any legal, medical or professional consultation,
and we do not claim to be doing so. If you are having serious concerns at school or in life, we recommend you reach
out to the Baruch Counseling Center at 646-312-2155.

JOEL C. BAUTISTA | THE TICKER

Career Spotlight
Save the Date

Internship Update

Internship Seminar with Reps from Target
Monday, September 23rd, 2019, 3:00 p.m. to 4:30
p.m., NVC 2-190
Find out about the benefits of an internship, learn
the steps involved in obtaining an internship, and
how to make the most of an internship once you
have one.

RSM US LLP

Resume and Interview Workshop with Bloomberg
Tuesday, September 24th, 12:30 p.m. to 2:00
p.m., NVC 5-160
Gain insider tips from Bloomberg on how to develop
an effective resume and prepare for interviews.
Bloomberg reps will be here to share tips and advice
to help you stand out among others.

SCDC Tip of the Week
Check out the SCDC Tip of the Week from the
Starr Career Development Center
“Following up after your interview is both good manners
and a way to stand out from the pool of candidates.
Distinguish yourself with a well-written thank you note.
Post-interview, be sure to email your interviewer(s)
thanking them for their time, reiterating your skills, and

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

2020 Technology Risk Consulting Summer Intern
RSM has exceptional career opportunities available for Risk Advisory Services – Technology Risk
Consulting. Our technology risk consulting interns are those seeking career growth and accelerated
professional opportunities for an exciting, growing consulting practice. They are professionals who appreciate the ability to aggressively pursue their career goals while being provided the opportunity to
experience a rewarding work-life balance.
TRC professionals provide services related to business process and information technology controls
for the various service offerings, including consulting with clients on the design, consulting with engagement leadership and clients on strategic plans and other business matters, System and Controls
(SOC) reporting and other controls opinion services, technical IT controls reviews among others.
Preferred Qualifications include a Major in Accounting, Management Information Systems, Computer Science, and/or related degrees with a minimum 3.2 GPA.
This is a paid internship based in New York.
Starr Search ID: 128932

AMP Agency
Design Intern
We're looking for a Graphic Design Intern to join our creative team this fall. The Design Intern will
provide day-to-day support for one or more accounts, working alongside seasoned members of the creative team.
A little about said creative team: we are responsible for the conception, visual identity, and execution of all projects within the agency. Our interns help us execute industry-leading creative that goes to
market and subsequently finds a loving home in their portfolios. So, go ahead and drop us a line.
This is a paid position and can also be used for college credit if required by your university.
Key Responsibilities include supporting the creative team across a variety of projects, participating in
strategy meetings, assisting with website edits, and banner production among others.

emphasizing your enthusiasm for the role."
– Adia Tucker, Assistant Director

Starr Search ID: 128605

